
Singers Perform for UN 
International Mother Langllage Day 
On 21 February 2018, Singers from Sri Chinmoy: The Peace Meditation at the 
United Nations were invited by H.E. Ambassador Masud Bin Momen, Permanent 
Representative of Bangladesh to the UN, to perform at an International Mother 
Language Day celebration at UN Headquarters. Held in Conference Room 4, the 
programme was co-sponsored by the Permanent Missions of Bangladesh, Colom
bia, Fiji and Kenya, in collaboration with the UN Secretariat and UNESCO Office 
in New York, as well as the Office of the Mayor of New York City. 

The Singers opened 
the Cultural Segment 
of the programme with 
the theme song for the 
21 SI of February, Amar 
Bhaiyer, joined by a 
very special member of 
the group, Saleha 
Islam, the wife of 
Khourshedul Islam, a 
freedom fighter in the 
Bangladesh Liberation 
Movement. 

The Singers also 
performed a song by 
Sri Chinmoy dedicated 
to human rights, in 
honour of the 70lh an
niversary of the signing 
of the Declaration of 
Human Rights. 

At the end of the 
Cultural Segment, the 
Singers read a special 
poem by Sri Chinmoy 
in the original English, 
as well as several trans
lations representative 
of the Mother Lan
guages of some of the 
singers. The poem had 
been featured when 
diplomats joined in 
setting a Guinness 

• World Record for the 
poem read in the most 
languages in a 24-hour 
period, in April 2014. 

From top: Singers from the Peace Meditation at the United Nations per
form at UN Headquarters in New York for the International Mother Lan
guage Day celebration on 21 February 2018; As President of the Sri 
Chinmoy Centre, a non-governmental organization accredited with the 
UN Department of Public Information, Ranjana Ghose recites the words 
to a special song by Sri Chinmoy dedicated to human rights; Paree Atkin 
conducts the Singers in an arrangement of Cha/re Rabi. 
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The Choir closed with 
an arrangement of a 
song by Sri Chinmoy 
written in his native 
Bengali. NILIMA 

~in~en Perform ~t t~e 
Imtitute of Intern~tion~1 

~Ocidl Development 
2017 Hw~rd Ceremony 

The Singers from Sri Chinmoy: The Peace 
Meditation at the United Nations were in
vited to perform songs composed by Sri 
Chinmoy, dedicated to the UN and 
peace, for the 2017 Award Ceremony of 
the Institute ofInternational Social De
velopment (IISD), an GO in special 
consultative status with the UN Eco
nomic and Social Council. 

Sharon Hamilton-Getz, Vice Presi
dent of IISD, emceed the programme, 
held at the Tillman Chapel of the 
Church Center for the United Nations 
on 17 ovember 2017, during which she 
and IISD President Shomlk Chaudhury 
presented the Awards. The honorees 
were Mrs. Salwa Kader, President and 
Founder of th~ US Federation for Mid
dle East Peace and Sustainable Develop
ment; and ayaswarnis Jyotish and Devi, 
emissaries of Paramahansa Yogananda, 
author of Autobiography of a Yogi. 

For the opening musical interlude, 
Kamalakanta ieves played his own in
terpretation on the synthesizer of Sri 
Chinmoy's music. The Singers then per
formed several of Sri Chinmoy's songs 
of peace, as arranged and conducted by 
Paree Atkin, accompanied by harmo
nium and synthesizer. For the closing 
musical interlude, they performed songs 
by Sri Chinmoy dedicated to oneness 
and gratitude, including one in Sri 
Chinmoy's native Bengali. 

The Singers had also previously per
formed at the 2016 IISD 20th Anniver
sary Award Ceremony, held on 17 
November 2016. Following was the video 
that aired subsequently on ITV: ITV 
Presentation of the IISD 2016 Awards. 

For the opening musical interlude, Kamalakanta 
Nieves plays his own interpretation on the syn
thesizer of Sri Chinmoy's music. 


