
DECLARATION OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1982 

WE, THE PEOPLE 
OF MA Y TRADITIO OVER THE EARTH, 

ARE DEEPLY CO I U THAT FOR MANY CENTURIE 
THE SPIRIT OF THANK GIVING TO THE SOURCE OF INFINITE GOODNE S 

HAS REATED A CENTER FOR OUR LIVES, 
HEALING HURT " AND RENEWING H PE . 

NOW WITH A NEW W RLD EMERGl G, HUN ERIN FOR PEACE, 
TH£ TIME CRY UT F R PEOPLE OF FAITH TO ACT IN LOVE 

TO LIFT THE sri RIT OF 0 RAGE. 
WITH A CIENT TRUTH A OUR ~URE GUIDE, 

J IN WITH U 
A WE MAKE THI DECLARATION FOR THE HUMAN FAMILY. 

IN GRATEFUL PRAISE 
WE REJOICE THAT GRATIT DE I A REALITY WE LL HARE. 

AN I PI RED RE P N E IN ALL RELIGIl N , 

WE CELEBRATE THE 01 ER E CULTURE~ OF HUMA. ITY, 
WHICH IN THEIR COMM N RO T ARE UNITED r TRUE THA K GI [NG; 

WE REACH OUT TO EACH THER IN TRU TAD RE 'PEeT 
COMING CLOSER I LOVE A WE ARE DRAWN TOWARD THE SOURCE F TRUTH. 

TOGETHER 
LET U OPEN OUR HEART~ I A SPIRIT OF THANK~GIVI G 

TIIAT PEOPLE AROUND THE WORL MAY HARE, 
TRAN F RMING HATRED AND DEFEAT INTO F RGIVENE AND RE TORATION. 

MAY OUR HEART BE UPLIFTED TO ~ERVE, 
THAT BY GIVIN THANK~ WE MAY GROW IN NDER TANDING 

F THE LORIOU PURr E F IVI E L VE. 

[)L",nnMuhheJ I ... L,mn.. ·tH .lJl 
l nlU."li ,o\rJh l-..mlfJtl'" I Ill\t:r 11\ 

Q..A- cl,~, •. . • 
C?" .. lWlIIl JtJ'.lIl \ () II \III- R\L , 

\\.l."Ihjn~(~m IId"ut.""" (jlll>tfq,(.llftll~ 

rtJrmer l nJcf"\."\."T\."t.ln (j n('l'".d 
III rhe I nllt.oJ '..lUI It' Oint! 

O,'"nl"" h .. 'll IllnoJ .. I,,,m.m 

.--

A u: 25 ~ + ~(!:: et:r---
IIh II(~ I' '. II-'ll' G' \'IV) 
nl~ r!lII<TEL;TI1 D,\L\I L .... \t~ 

~, DII'\r'(I ' \Il< 1Il~ 
/ :!::mJ'" ,,1 cf, . I ;rt'c. nnh. J., (I,.,ccil 

In ',Inll .1Il~1 ~ 1\Ilh \nlcrn.;J 

,_\"\&,.,.,,1 lull _ - ItJJoL' }""" \im c.ln (In 

f1(lI'E .1011'\ ('>on II I ..... \ ,ur «l<1\Crn I" 'rr'·4o.l 
In ,hl.· \\'Irld JItIlUi.k.~ til 'tr"il:nudc HI l,rxJ .Int.I 

,rue: UfKlt.·p'(,.'"l.III1}lI~ 111 I'urp ull ll\'tnt' ' 1l\L' 

nun!. ·"ltlll \\,11 hdp I" Ir"" r<lrm lu" .. oJ ~n<.l 
dJ'lnl'" Into tl)r~I\l;Ilt: Hltl rl."'I"- IUlln \\hl,h 

Jrl- II! ~ nxx I r Iu l1(l" mJ Pl':h,\: 

F.".'''7'' 111.1('<>1 II I'W.' /mlll KaIJ""pmdlll 

01' III' IIOUW ". ,IIRI ...... KARAU Wtn 
~II I\.;mdu I\.an1.1k01 1 PL"(:(~lm 

II I' 111\( t."flllu",d, th.u 0I.1n n'C .lho\ c lh4: 
Jl'm .. md .. nl ·It .lIlY rhl' 'n 

II 1'" \.·,,~·ntwl Ih.l.1 he: h\" 'r;udul til I'u .. en.IIClr 
ho" 111 h,'nul.! to I I lin. \.Im 111m In I", \I\\U 

mind .10'-' Iwm .In~t 11\ • J IfUI\ hllm.m lJll 

11lt \10,1 RF\EfU"(I "\TRJ(" I fl\J'\ 
Ii, IWlp .. , lic:mn ( II' 
1I..,,<1d "JCt' .... 'Rcn~ 

hlmler \l.l"u:r ,.r Ormltud (4111t:,p:t.· 
I """r'o'f\ "I \1l'1I lum. 

I <~dlnK \u,cr.1ll.ln E.:um<nl" 

t1~~,~a~'''£~ 
r lrmt."r l'lfL.,-Oh r",t.U111\ (c."mer 

,l .. hln~h'n D( 

/2..JI ~. d. . 'UJ~ 
I.=ij "; ~'T111\ l. \\1-110 
Pfl ilk,l1t. \X'lIdd r .... JUn'"-l! HI hurd1l-~. 

ll1lcnl '1.l11"i 



KN \\' 1 

L I 

'\ )RL[ T 

IN THE E TI IE 

l I r 

I) I I I l I I T I I I l I I 11 I I 

fll r I 1111 L) '\ ) 1111 

PLE F. ITH 

PIRIT \X/L 

,II 

r I III 

I I II I 

I BL 

I I J I I ,I III I R 1 \I 1- I Til [ L R P' I'r l I (' I H:.l 

.. 



\\ E c.xn IER J. 'Ill \ ,,--,,(.[\1 (" 
'1lIE \\ ORU) (, \TllI:RS \\ I'll I l S 

FOR TH K.."I(.I\'1 '(j IS \ CRO SRO DS OF Al.l. sPIRn l AL PA'n IS 
l )lIr ..:p.lr.lle "111.1111-: gi\ ing. .... Ire u 'ntllrie old 

hllllll'\\ in hi l()r~ i'-. a UIlIll'd '111,mk ~I\ IIlg h~ peoplc.: 01 all r 'ligillll"> 
-.lIl1Urll1l1g l,lroilltlpl' lilr hllillanil~ , 

Administrator
Typewritten Text
(1983 - Back)



DECLARATION OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1984 

THE HUMAN PERSON 
IS THE CROWN OF CREATION. 

GIVEN LIFE, WE ASPIRE TO SURVIVE BY SEEKING THE SOURCE OF LIFE 

AND FIND IT FINALLY IN THE LI FE OF THE SPIRIT. 

IN GRATEFULNE ,THE HEART F PRAYER, 

WE DECLARE OUR BON D WITH THE ETER AL. 

GRATITUDE CONSTANTLY REPEATED, BECOMES THE PUL EBEAT OF REALITY, 

THE VITAL FLOW OF ACCEPTING THANKFULLY AN THEN GIVING OF OU RSELVES. 

IN THANKSGIVING 
A WHOLE NEW WORLD VIEW IS REVEALED, 

MORE REAL AN D OMPLETE THAN ANY MATERIALI T I WORL VIEW, 

SO ;-.,JOW EACH PER ON CAN STA D UPRIGHT, C NNECTED TO ALL CREATION: 

NOW, STANDI G FIRM L OUR \XfN FAITH, 

WE CAN REACH OUT IN FRIENDSHIP TO OTHER FAITHS, 

MAKING WARS BETWEEN PEOPLE OF RELlGI N AS OBSOLETE IN THIS CENTURY 

AS SLAVERY WAS MADE OBSOLETE IN THE LA T. 

NOW, IN THE WORLD' MAN Y DIFFICULTIES, 

WE MUST TRY PIRITUAL OL T IONS FIRST, 

SO RELIGIOU PEOPLE AN SHOW THE WAY WI ELY AN D GE TLY. 

NOW, CHILDREN WORLDWIDE CAN LEAR THE ] Y OF A GRAT EFUL, GIV\. G HEART, 

AN ANCIENT AND PRACTICAL KEY TO HA PPINE THRO GHOUT LIFE. 

LIFTED UP BY FAITH 
IN THE MIDST OF TH IS AGE F M ATERIALI M, 

MAY PE PLE OF GRATEFUL HEART I ALL RELIGIONS 

PRAY FOR THE GRACES OF HUMILITY AND GENER SITY IN 

THE HOPE OF A NEW AGE OF THE SPIRIT WHICH WILL BLESS HUMANITY 

WITH THE HEAL! G POWER OF THA lKSGIVING. 

SHEIKH DR. M. r\ . ZA KI BADAW{ 
Cha trTnan. Imams & M""lue, Counci l 

Lcndcm 

HASSAN I. BUK HARI. M.D. 
Found~r 

Islamic A,.od. [[un of N reh Tex; .. 

EDWARD ARPE TER 
De.an. We,on ln".r Abbe\' 

London 

ARCHBISHOP JEAN jADOT 
Fonmcr Pro Pres,dent of the Vanc"n 

Secrecari(1( for ton,ChIlstlans 

RABBT GER LD KLEI 
Temple Ema"u·EI 

Da llas, Tex:u 

MR . WILLI AM MEN I ER 
rre Iden, 

Po ,p ie III p, pie ImematlD""1 

VASUDHA AR/WANAN 
AssLStant Prof.s.or of R " I'~'on 

Umvers'ty of FlOrid" 

~~ --DR. R IMUNDO PAN IKKA R 
Pro CSSOr of Comparnuve Ph ilosophy 
of RcliglOn nnd HI5tor,' of Re l,glun. 

UniverSIty of Califom"l 

ITTOOR REEN IV/\Sr\ RAU 
F" rmer h,.( jU>tico 
Mysore t te, InJ", 

DR MA AO TAKEN AKA 
Prof •. ::s....:or of Chn!i[J.1r\ Et hll:5 

Do hi .h" Univ",, !!..,. 
Kvo<". jopa n 

KE R Y1.J T TSUJ I 
EkO] 1 Bml-I hior Temple 

Farmer B"hop. BuJdJust Chur<he, of A merica 

~$I.u~ 

ELiZ. BETH M. WARD. R.S.j. 
Sister of St Joseph 

Auckland . cw Zc land 



DECLARATION OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1985 

EVERY DAY 
TIES BETWEEN PEOPLES ARE BEING MULTIPLIED. 

WE DRAW CLOSER TOGETHER, 

A WORLD COMMUNITY IN A SPIRITUAL UNNERSE, 

A SINGLE ORIGIN, A SINGLE GOAL. 

THANKFUL FOR THE GIFT OF LIFE 
WE CAN ALL BE UNITED 

AS WE RECEIVE FROM THE ETERNAL 

AND SHARE WITH ONE ANOTHER. 

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT HUMAN GRATITUDE AND HUMILITY 

CAN HELP SOLVE THE REALLY HARD PROBLEMS BEFORE US. 

WHY NOT THEN EXPRESS OUR THANKFULNESS? 
EACH RELIGION OWES THANKS TO OTHER RELIGIONS 

NATION TO NATION, PERSON TO PERSON. 

AS WE OPEN OUR EYES AND HEARTS 

TO THE BLESSINGS OTHERS GIVE US, 

MAY WE AWAIT THE DAY 
WHEN EACH OF US, IN OUR OWN DISTINCTIVE VOICE, 

WILL BE MOVED BY THE HEALING SPIRIT 

TO GIVE THANKS TOGETHER TO THE LORD OF LIFE 

JOYFULLY. 

~
/ 

~ c2Lbu 
THE MOST REVEREND JOHN M. ALLIN 

Presiding Bishop 
The Episcopal Church 

in rhe Unired Srares of America 

DR. ALl AL·TA'I 
The League of Arab Stares 

Dallas 

SERGIO CORREA DA COSTA 
Brazilian Ambassador 

to rhe Un ired Stares of America 

DR. HAZEL V. DEAN-JOHN 
Seneca Indian Fairhkeeper 

Narive American Educarion Unir 
New York Sure Educarion Deparrment 

t:C~CA~I!:::J-- :~A ~~,::, 
President Director, Brahma Kumaris 

Secrerariar for Non-Chrisrians World Spiritual University 
Varican Ciry London 

~x1~ 
RABBI JORDAN S OFSEYER 

C<:mgregarion Shearirh Israel 
Dallas 

ALBERT C. Ol1TLER 
Theologian and Ecumenisr 

Sourhern Merhodisr University 

~ LJ. ~.l;!\~O» 
DR. K. L. SESHAGIRI RAO 

Professor, Religious Studies 
University of Virginia 



DECLARATION OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1986 

GRATITUDE 

IS THE MEMORY OF THE HEART, 
THE FORGOTTEN TRUTH ON WHICH 
EACH PERSON CAN SOLIDLY STAND. 

IN DAYS OF LOSS AND CONFUSION 
WE SEEK THE ANCIENT GROUND OF FAITH 
IN ORDINARY ACfS OF LOVE AND TRUST-
TODAY'S SACRIFICES OF THANKSGIVING 
THAT SEEM TO LIFf AND NOURISH US. 

THE COMMON BOND 
IS OUR ADORATION OF THE LORD OF LIFE. 

MAY THE REALITY OF THANKFULNESS 
AWAKEN US TO RECEIVE NEW GIFfS OF 
HOPE, UNDERSTANDING AND UNITY, 
A WE FEARLESSLY OPEN OUR HEARTS 

IN THE STEADY RADIANCE OF THE DIVINE. 

~~ 
SHEIKH MOUJ HED MOH MMAD BAKHACH 

Islamic As.sc~i a[ion o(T'lrront o umy 
SWAMI CHINMAYANA DA 
D,, 'l ngui.hcJ Vedanta Scholar 

Ind," 

DR JOHN D · ' HNER 
Pro(", 'r. Southern Method.It Un iYersi", 

and ha lm"l i.'In F:l l[h and rder 
World Counci l of hurches 

Im3m & MOSqUes lIncil 

HIS EX ELLENCY PATRICK F FLOR · 
ArchbIShop 

ArchcliCK l'.SC uf San Antonio 

CHIARA l. BICI I 
FOltndrc....'S . Focobre Movemem 

Rome. haly 

SYLVIA TALBOT 
President 

Church Women Unilm 10 the U .. A. 

G~~ 
GREER AR ON 

Olsringllishl·d crrc.)$ 

REVEREN D NIKKY N IWANO 
Pre Idem. Iwano Pence Foundation 

Tokyo. Japa n 

---t ' 
:H PKHTj 

Pre idem. China Christian Council 
P""lpl~$ Republic..,f hma 

DR. VIQAR A. HAMDANI 
Reprt' scntariv t (() the UnitcJ Narions 

World Muslim \Ogress 

AJ~ 
RABBI ADIN SfEINSALTZ 

D"'mgu ishcd Talmudic Scholar 
brad 

WAMI VISHN UDEVANANDA 
F under. International Siyananda 

Yoga Vedanm Cenlers 
Quebec. nada 
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DE LARATION OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1987 

ANCIENT WISOOM TELLS US 
RT 

N. 

A LIFE EXPERIE CED IN TH RI NER HAPPINES ' . 

GRATITUDE CREATES THE MOST PROFOUND COMMUNITY 
IN A FAMILY OR IN A WORLD. 

BE INN ING TO BJ{E K THE ANCIENT TT' AGEl Y OF RELlGIOU H TRE 
THE YEAR] T PAST BR U HT GRE T BL 51 IG T H M ' IT . 

FOR THE FIR, T TIME IN HI T RY, LE DER F W RLD RELIGIONS 
GATHERE FR M EVERYWHERE IN HUMILITY, FA Tl G AN PlLGRIMA 

FOR THE ERST W RLD DAY F PRAYER F R LL F ITH AT AS.:> I ... I, 
BR1NGING PEOPLE EVERYWHERE CLOSER IN L ~/E . 

DR. HMOUD M AYOUB 
~tlnguuhcd Islam.e Sch hlf 

UnivuJll'Y f To nra 

MADA . Gl YAL 
Hmd .. yman 

ON THE PATH WE MU T WALK TOGETHER 
UR WEAK HUMAN TEP MUST BE GUIDED BY TH · PIRIT , 

SO THAT WE MAY CO -1E iN1' RIGHT COMMUNION 
WITH THE ETERNAL AND W1TH E CH OTHER. 

WE ARE JRATEFUL L RD THAT YOU ARE FOR US, 
OURCE, GUIDE AND GOA OF AU THAT IS. 

L~ 3L~/~b 
SWAMI BHAVYANAN A 
Ramaknshn. Order of IndIO 

!.Dndon 

MOST VENERAflL SHOCH HAG AM I 

\?a-ta.~. 
DR. PAUl. A CROW. JR 

Pr idem vf the Council On C1uCswn UIl .l 
Chr JaIl Chun:h (Oi ,pi o( Chrbr) 

Dallas1Fnrt Worth Hindu Tern Ie Sexl" ry 
I'raldenl. J" Relog llJUS Ccmmll"" 

for [he World FcdMatitln 

IOCH~:~:::::) 
Archhi.hopofThy Id r. 

Bnd G1"OlI' Bri tain 

BROTHER DAVID STEINDL-RAST 
Be n .nine M . nk 

DIS ' on !.shed LcclU r~r and Au,hor 

DR. SEYYED HQ&,,, ASR 
Un lv= , y Pro~ r or I lami< tudleo 

eu e Wa.5hingtun m VC'l'1 lt r 

SUSAN N t 8. TELEWODA 
.sea"wry. Lu ,hen,n hun:h on Llbcna 

Vi e P~idrnL. I.ulhemn W rid Fed rarlan 

BUR N PRE1TY N lOP, SR. 
Crow Tri l>< " f A mu iGln Indoa", 

B.limllS. Mon na 

RABSt HELDO ZIMMERMAN 
Temple Emanu-EI 

DaJ 
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WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1988 

WHEN I GIVE THANKS - I REMEMBER 
WHERE I COME FROM AND WHO I AM, 

AWARE OF MY EXISTENCE- PAST AND PRESENT -
BUT NEEDING FAITH AND COURAGE TO FACE THE FUTURE. 

EACH MOMENT'S GIFT OF BREATH AND PULSE 
MAKES US REALIZE WE HAVE NOT BEEN LEFT ALONE. 

WE BECOME CONSCIOUS OF A LOVING CREATION WE CAN TRUST 
THE ANCIENTS TEACH US THREE STEPS: 

FIRST, STEP FIRMLY ON THE GOOD EARTH THAT HOLDS US UP; 
SECOND, STEP INTO YOUR OWN LIFE-BE WHO YOU ARE; 

THIRD, STEP FEARLESSLY INTO THE UNKNOWN WITH FAITH. 
THEN WE CAN SEE THE WORLD'S TENSIONS, ITS HURT AND HEALING 

WITH THE EYES OF A LARGER GRATEFULNESS, 
THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF A DEEPER UNITY 

IN THE LORD'S HARMONY OF PEACE. 

SO WE CAN BE THANKFUL TOGETHER, 
LIVING OUR REMARKABLE COMMON LIVES, 

TO BLESS OTHERS WITH DIGNITY 
AS WE OURSELVES HAVE BEEN DIVINELY BLESSED. 

BREATHE IN TODAY THE SPIRIT AND ITS JOY, 
THANKFUL FOR THE MANY -AND THE ONE. 

MOTHER TERE A METROPOLlT.AN PITIRIM 
Fl11lndres.s , Mis!!! innuri ,,:, (} Ch::lrity or \": !l ll bJl<:lm~k 

Ca lcut(J. Ind ia ~'1\ 1 ;;:CO \\ P;nrmrch,l(L", U.S .S,R. 

THICH.TAM·CHAU. ur reme PaIn3rch THE REV PATRI IA McCLURG. Pr."J.", 
\'VorlJ Vlemarncsl.: BuJJh l:s.r OrJcr N:lll ll n ::!1 Ct ,u l1cd ( If Church\! ... ul Chns[ (U • . A.) 

~ ... tunt n . .:a l. rmalia N ew Y,'\irk 

RABBI NORMA OLOMON . Dirl' 'ur THE RIGHT REV SAMIR KAFITY 
Center for [h~ "rudy of J cWl sh ·Chns li ~ln Rclat il )I1S Prc'S iden r - B15hnr 

Blfmlnqh:lm. EnglnnJ Epls,\' pc,1 Church 111 jerll",dcm & t h e MidJIc E. ... , 

DR. HADI HARIFI ~!AIREA Il CORRI(;.o\N MA(JUIRE 
Camh tdg< Unl vt fS ll \' Nl1he l P.:.tce P":e 
Cambridge. England Bel (n>l . Irela nd 

C.AE AR D. COLEMAN 
S~ni{ ) r Bishop - CEO 

Chfl S" ri ~m Method ist Eplsc4.1 r a l Church 

-WA1--'1l CHIDANA D A RA 'WATI 
Pfl:~ IJenr , Pa rm:lnh N iker:m 

Ri,hi kl', h. Indi a 

AM EGANVI AVEGLUI 
H l ~h Pnt:_"t cd- [he Sacrc:d FllreS[ 

Tvgu , Afri a 

ti.~ 
DR LI'A R LA . ACl KG C 
kl lJJ lc E;:t5[ T<:chniL fJ l Uni """" I' 

A nbra. Turkel 
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TO BE FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THE GIITS 
TO BE ABSOLUTELY AWARE OF THE FAVORS AND THE GRACES: 

THIS IS THE TRUE SPIRIT OF THANKSGIVING. 

THANKFULNESS IS NOT CULTURAL CONDITIONING, RELIGIOUS COURTESY OR GOCjD MANNERS, 

BUT DEEP, PERSONAL AND CONSCIOUS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF EVERYTHING GIVEN TO US. 

TO GIVE THANK EVEN IN ORROW, 
TO INTEGR.,A.TE NEGATIVE PERSONAL AND COMMUNAL EXPERIENCES, 

TO INTERWEAVE THE SENSE OF FAMILY, C MMUNITY OR NATIONAL SUFFERING 
WITH AWARENESS OF UNIVERSAL ORDEALS AND PLAGUE~, 

AND TO TR.,A.NSFORM ALL THESE FEELINGS INTO A GLOBAL THANKFULNESS TO THE LORD OF LIFE: 

THIS IS THE TRUE SPIRIT OF THANKSGIVING. 

A D NOW, CAN WE BE THANKFUL FOR THE FUTURE. 
WE SPEAK NATURALLY THE LANGUAGE OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE PA T AND PRESENT, 

YET THE WHOLE SPAN OF TIME IS OPE. TO THE FAITHFUL MIND. 

THANK THE LORD OF DIVINE LOVE AND GRACE, 

LORD OF YESTERDAY AND TODAY, BUT ALSO OF TOMORROW 

LET US BE THANKFUL FOR THE TOMORROWS OF THIS WORLD AND ALL WORLDS. 

DR . DA\VUD A . r\ - .'\D 
Pr~ s !dcn[ 

Council oi Mnsa)i.1. U .. A 

DR. [ I.ANA L. E K 
rJruf(:: " r of Hisw ry nr Rt' ll ~ t pns 

t--b rvnrJ ni\'ers ([\' 

DR. YUSUF ZIYA KA\('\KCI 
1''''''11, Do liJs C"nrcal Mosque 

I laml( A -' 'JCiatlon u f urrh Tl:.'x;:t'i 

DR. KARAN Ii GH 
Inckm Am ba ador 

ru rhe U nired Sr~.H.c s of Amenc;:t 

MAY THIS BE OUR TRUE ACT OF THANKSGIVING. 

THE REV E}'«I LIO Cf\ STRO 
PilS[(Jr; Sc:c rt'( oIr\ ~ cne m! 

\\lorid C llUI'LC li oi Church!.;;. 
G encva , Swn :erbnJ 

R.-\ BRI LAWRE~CE A . HOFFMA N 
Prei ( ~(l r ur Lllur~ ~ 

HebrL'w U nldl"l Coll l:''t!~ 
New \'o rk 

I ju m with VOlt II) 10 nglng [n pr<I!l'l.Cl(t' 

~I [rut.' .spi rit of rh:mksgivlng in rht.' \\\lrlLi. 

! 0 -; f.\ ir ir will J ll m(lrc rl l ~wccU': 1l rhl:.' [n' d Ii 

mJiviJu:lis and uf St'lC\ct y. Fer gr<uinlLlc JL·lj \,~ rS frum 
char cl (' ~l Iy ~CLlU l s lfi \'c nt whi ch I.~oh r es. . rdcJsing 

u.-, to ;'}ccc:P[ the world as 3 gilt of grJec 
dun :l ll mar ~h;il rt.'. Th~ nb hl' [I) GIHl 

for his Ine xpr(" ;;; Iblt.' g l ft~ 

ALVERNO, V TRI PP 
DI.'; lIngUl,hed DBII ", L" ngtlnle 

Ommllnlry V(l\ul1rcc[ 

THE REV DR HER BERT W CHILSTROM 
Prc.~iLllng Bisht1p 

E\·::t ngcltca l LuthL'r~1Il hurch 
In Amenc:1 

~~ITHO~ I JL ruunde r 
1l lL' Tt:rl'lr1c u( mlc rslMl til n~ 

HE. RI JM NOUWEN 
Prle' t at " Doy brcak", 

L';\rche C t11llllnlnlty, TlJrn nrtl 

THE REV EIGEN H. YAMAOKA 
Bishop 

Bud,Jhls[ 'hu rchcs in Amcrlca 
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IN OUR TIMES 
THE BLESSINGS OF FREEDOM, DEMOCRACY AND EQUALITY 

REFRESH AND RENEW THE SPIRIT OF OUR PLANET. 
HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS OPE.NS IN CONCERN FOR THE EARTH; 

AND OUR COOPERATION NURTURES THE COMMON GOALS OF PEACE AND JUSTICE. 

WE, THE FOLLOWERS OF MANY FAITH TRADITIONS, 
EXPRESS PROFOUND GRATITUDE TO THE LORD-SUSTAINER OF THE UNIVERSE. 

THESE INCREDIBLE BLESSINGS GIVE US TRANSCENDENT HOPE. 
WE RECOGNIZE THAT FORGETFULNESS IS THE GREATEST INGRATITUDE, 

WHILE REMEMBRANCE IS A GREAT SOURCE OF BLESSING. 
WE SEEK DIVINE GUIDANCE THAT WE MIGHT TRANSCEND 

THE TENDENCIES OF MATERIALISM, EGOISM, AND SELF SUFFICIENCY; 
FOR THESE TENDENCIES HINDER THE BOUNTY OF SHARING. 

JOINED TO CELEBRATE OUR GRATEFULNESS TOGETHER, 
WE REJOICE IN THE GIFT OF A BEAUTIFUL CREATION. 
MAY OUR THANKFUL RESPONSE BE AS TIMELY RAINS 

THAT BLESS THE EARTH WITH ABUNDANT VEGETATION. 
WE PRAY THAT ALL BEINGS FIND HARMONY IN A SECURE WORLD, 

SAFE FROM THE ANGUISH OF TRAGEDY AND PAIN. 
IN UTTER HUMILITY WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE PRESENCE OF TRANSCENDENT LOVE 

FOR EVERY ONE, FOR EVERY THING, EVERYWHERE. 

~'~M:~ 
Founder. Templeton Prize 
for Progress in Religion 

Nassau, The BalLamas 

DAVID E. SLEEPER 
Fonner President 

Mother C.hurch of Christ. Scientist 
BostOn. Massachusetts 

RA.JWANT SINGII 
Executive Director 

Guru Gobind Singh Foundation 
National Sikh Center, Washington 

(/::::;AR:~~ L 
Roman C.atholic 

Archbishop of Manila 
The Philippines 

M. FATHI OSMAN 
Professor of Islamic 

Law and Thought 
C.alifornia 

THE MOST REV. T. O. OLVFOSOYE 
Archbishop Primate 
Anglican Church of 

Nigeria 

~[,~ 
Chancellor 

United Nations 
University for Peace 

SISTER M. JOSE HOBDAY, OSF 
Teacher, Author, Lecturer 

of Natiw American Spirituality 
C.alifornia 

RABBI ARTHUR GREEN 
President 

Reconstructionist Rabbinic.a l College 
Pennsylvania 

TAMAL KRISHNA GOSWAMI 
Governing Body C-Ommissioncr 

International Society for 
Krishna C-Onsciousness 

NABILA i>ROOBY 
Executive Director 

The Rothlo ClLapel 
Houston, Texas 

BISIIOP DEMETRIOS OF VESTIIRENA 
Professor of Biblical Studies 

Hellenic College· Holy Cross 
Massachu.setts 

CENTER FOR WORLD n 'IANKS JrVING a' Thanb·Giving Square ' Pos' OITicc 80., 1m' Dall a. , Te .. , 75211 USA' 214J969.. 19n 
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1991 

ALLHUMANKEND IS ONE 
APPEARANCES BELIE REALITY. 

OUR DIVERSE WORLD IS ASTONISHING, BEYOND ALL IMAGINING. 
WE ARE AN ENDLESS MULTIPLICITY 

OF CREATURES, OF RACES, CREEDS, RELIGIONS; 
A CACOPHONY OF CULTURES, LANGUAGES AND WAYS. 

YET BENEATH AND BEYOND THIS DIVERSITY, 
WE ARE EACH OF US, ALL OF US, ONE CREATION OF ONE CREATOR 

OUR UNITY, OUR ONENESS, TRANSCENDS EVERY DIVERSITY; 
ALL HUMANKIND IS ONE. 

ONE IN CELEBRATION 

IN MANY TONGUES, YET WITH ONE VOICE, 

WE REJOICE IN LIFE -- THAT INEFFABLE GIFT THAT IS OURS. 
SUSTAINED THROUGH THE FAITH WE SHARE, WE PRAISE ... 

WE CELEBRATE THE SOURCE OF ALL LIFE, THE SOURCE OF ALL HOPE. 
WE JOYFULLY ENVISAGE A WORLD MADE GLORIOUS 

BY THE VISION OF THE ONE, 
GIFTING ALL, LOVING AND ESTEEMING EACH. 

WE ARE ONE IN CELEBRATION. 

ONE IN GRATITUDE 
GRATITUDE IS THE PRAYERFUL OUTPOURING OF OUR HEART 
AS WE CELEBRATE OUR SHARED HUMANITY AND BLESSING. 

WE SEEK WHOLENESS AND HOLINESS FOR OUR WORLD. 
LET OUR SPIRIT OF THANKSGIVING IMPEL US 

TO LABOR AND RESTORE OUR TROUBLED WORLD; 
TO MAKE REAL, IN OUR TIME, OUR SHARED VISION, 

THAT ALL HUMANKIND IS ONE. 



ONE IN GRATITUDE 
GRATITUDE IS THE PRAYERFUL OUTPOURING OF OUR HEART 
AS WE CELEBRATE OUR SHARED HUMANITY AND BLESSING. 

WE SEEK WHOLENESS AND HOLINESS FOR OUR WORLD. 
LET OUR SPIRIT OF THANKSGIVING IMPEL US 

TO LABOR AND RESTORE OUR TROUBLED WORLD; 
TO MAKE REAL, IN OUR TIME, OUR SHARED VISION, 

THAT ALL HUMANKIND IS ONE. 

d~~~d7./~ ? . 
HAMIDU ALKALI 
AI·Hajl and Doctor 

Center for Trans Saharan Studies 
University of Maiduguri, Nigeria 

MOST REV. TOSmO MIYAKE 
Chief Senior Minister 
Konko Church of lzuo 

Osaka, Japan 

~:s1co::~ !~A:':::'~~ 
Founding Fellow Professor of Philosophy 

Center for World Thanksgiving San Francisco State Unlversity 
Dallas, Texas California 

MOST REV. EDUARDO FUENTES 
Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Salola 
Guatemala, C. A. 

AZIZKHAKI 
Interfaith Coordinaror, Council of 
Muslim CommWlities of Canada 

British Columbia 

JOSEPH CARDINAL RATZINGER 
Prefect of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith 

The Vatican, Rome, Italy 

81. ~ a-{ /~' 1£ -
• c!J 

BROTHER ROGER 
Founder of the 

Taize CommWlity 
France 

~:t::::'~~ 
Past National President 
Church Women United 

Dallas, Texas 

~ex-I ~.~ Sr~~ 
DR. BALDUIN SCHWARZ 

Professor Emeritus, Universities of 
Munster and Salzburg 

Austria 

MYRTLE SMYfH 
Lecturer, First Church 

of Christ Scientist, Boston 
Belfast, Northern Ireland 

0-~~' ~~~ 
/?Ct-t L~ 

sm SIGMUND STERNBERG 
O. SI. J., KCSG JP 

Chairman, International Council 
of Christians & Jews, England 
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DECLARATION OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1992 

THE GRACIOUSNESS OF THE CREATOR 

NOURlSHES OUR GRATITUDE. 

IN GIVING THANKS WE DECLARE OUR INTER-DEPENDENCE, 

OUR DEBT TO THE GOODNESS OF OTHERS ON THIS PLANET 

AND, INDEED, TO ALL WHO SUPPLY OUR WELL BEING. 

IN OUR TIMES, 

WHEN WALLS WHICH DIVIDE BEGIN TO CRUMBLE, 

AND FROM DEEPEST DOWN, FRESH SPRINGS SPLASH FORTH, 

WE GIVE THANKS TO THOSE WHO RENEW POSSIBILITIES OF LIFE TOGETHER. 

BUT ALSO IN THIS TIME 

WHEN NEWLY CONSTRUCTED BARRIERS BRISTLE WITH TRIBAL HATES, 

AND WHERE EARS ARE SHUT AGAINST THE CRY AND ASPIRATION 

OF THE YOUNG, THE REFUGEE, THE HOMELESS; 

ON TillS DAY WHEN THOUSANDS WILL DIE OF HUNGER AND WAR, 

STILL WE RISE, 0 LORD, TO GIVE THEE THANKS. 

WE ARE REFRESHED IN MIND AND HEART, 

AND MADE BOLD BY THY SPIRIT WillCH HAS ACCOMPANIED US THUS FAR. 

WE DARE, 0 SOURCE OF ALL WISDOM, TO HOPE IN AN UNDA WNED FUTURE AHEAD. 

FOR TillS THY ENLIVENING PRESENCE, WE DO GIVE THANKS. 

/!) ~0, {7. ?J frz M ~ ,"- "'" 

THE REV. MATTHEW A. ZIMMERMAN 
Chapl:,in (Major General) U.S.A. 

Chaiml.n, Anned Forces Chaplain Board 
Washington, D.C. 

4t7u/-~ 
J u 7 

THE REV, ERNESTO WEIGANDT 
Global Mission 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

, r5=O~~ S~~ 
~ ~~NE M_ STRONG I 

President \ 
The Manitou Foundation 

Crestone. Colorado 

DR_ RICHARD SCHNEIDER 
Chancellor 

World Peace University 
Eugene, Oregon 

RABBI KENNETH D, ROSEMAN 
Temple Shalom 
Dallas, Texas 

DOUGLAS ROCHE 
Fornler Canadian Ambassador 

for Disarmament 
Edmunton. Alberta 

)rd{<L-C-"" OrL.-,... JJ /c--t...v~>''L~.{ 

IMAM W_ DEEN MOHAMMAD 
Muslim American Spokesman 

for Human Rights 
Chicago. Ulinais 

J~/,--~J/ 
;;~R MARY HALL 

Templeton Prize for Religion 
The Multi-Faith Centre 

Birmingham, United Kingdom 

DR. HADIA DAJANI-SHAKEEL 
Middle East & Islamic Studies 

University of Toronto 
Canada 

DR. RODRIGO CARAZO 
President of Costa Rica 

1978 - 1982 
San Jose, Costa Rica 

IDS HOLINESS TmCH THANH CAT 
President, Viemamese Federation of 

Buddhist Churches in America 
Palo Alto, California 

)~w.l J~ t~~ ~ 
EDWARD IDRIS CARDINAL CASSIDY 

President. Pontifical Council 
for Promoting Christian Unity 

Vatican City 
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DECLARATION OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1993 

AT THE BEGINNING OF A NEW EPOCH 

A BRIGHTER WORLD SEEKS TO BE BORN lNSIDE US AND AROUND US -
DESPITE THE P AlN AND STRUGGLE WE SEE EVERYWHERE, 

DESPITE NEW AND ANCIENT DIVISIONS THAT THREATEN, 

AND VAST SUFFERlNG THAT ENCOMPASSES NATIONS. 

WE ARE MOVED TO GIVE THANKS 

TO THE LORD OF CREA nON 
FOR OUR LIFE AND THE HOPE THAT REFUSES TO DIE, 

FOR THE WORLD CONSCIENCE THAT WILL NOT BE SILENT, 

FOR THE BLESSlNGS OF THIS FRUITFUL PLANET 

AND THE TASK OF SHARlNG IN ITS MISSION. 

BUT ABOVE ALL ELSE, WE ARE GRATEFUL 

FOR THE SPIRIT THAT EMBRACES THE EARTH 

AND BRlNGS US TO A SENSE THAT EACH ONE OF US IS BELOVED; 

EACH IS PART OF THE ONE FAMILY IN A SACRED UNNERSE. 

~Tqr?:.~ 
Author & Fonner U.S. Hostage 

Founder 
Alliance for a New York Renaissance 

~~~ 
Deputy General Secretary 

World Council of Omrches 
Sri Lanka 

1'1~ ~vr-bt~ 
THE REV. MARCUS BRA YDROOKE 

Chainnan 

The World Congress of Faiths 

Oxford, England 

DR. WILMA ELLIS 
Administrator-General 

BaM', International Community 
New York & Geneva 

Head Minister 
The Won Buddhist Temple 

~-
DR. ADAMOU NDAM NJOYA 

Internalional President 
World Conference on Religion & Peace 

Yaounde - Cameroon 

RABBI HERMAN E. SCHAALMAN 

Rabbi Emeritus, Emanual Congregation 

Past Pres., Central Conf. of American Rabbis 

Chicago, Illinois 

Secretary-Geneml 
Asian Conference on Religion & Peace 

Singapore 

DR. HUSTON SMITH 

Professor of the History of Religions 
University of California 

Berkeley, California 

MR. MOHAMMAD SULEMAN 
Past o,ainnan 

Islamic Association of North Texas 
Dallas. Texas 

~HN~A~ 
Consultant on the Fornler Yugoslavia 

Conference of European o,urches 

Geneva, Switzerland 

~::~r2 
Fonner U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 
Co-o,air, AUanta Comm. for Olympic Games 

AUanta, Georgia 
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DECLARATION OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1994 

LET US LOOK BEYOND 

THE RANGE OF MERE HUMAN COMPREHENSION 

TO THE SOURCE OF ALL THAT IS. 

WE SEE THE MYSTERY OF LIFE - THE HURT AND THE HEALlNG. 

ONE SCREAMS, WHILE THE OTHER IS SILENT: 

IN STILLNESS, WE OPEN TO THE WORK OF HEALING. 

LET US REACH DEEP WITHIN 

TO THE RESOURCES IN HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS. 

LIFE IS A VERY PERSONAL GIFT-
A T EACH MOMENT THE CUTTING EDGE OF ETERNITY. 

FOR THE WORK OF TODAY AND OF INVISIBLE TOMORROWS, 

LET US STAND TOGETHER IN GRATITUDE 

PEOPLE OF EVERY RACE AND CREEp. 
WE ARE THE RECIPIENTS OF ALL THE ULTIMATE SOURCE OFFERS. 

IN PRAISE WE FIND THE HEART OF OUR BELIEF; 

REJOICE: TRIBES OF THE LAND! FAMILIES OF NATIONS! 

ILLUMINED BY THE GRACE OF VISION, 

MAY WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS TO THE LORD OF CREATION. 

W6 ClY.~ 
CAHAL B. ~ARDINAL ~ALY f 

Archbishop of Armagh 
Primate of All-Ireland 

Belfasl. Ireland 

J~~*~ 
VIRGINIA S, HARRIS 

Chairman, The Cluistian Science 

Board of Directors 
Boston, Massachuselts 

DR. IRFAN AHMAD KHAN 
Islamic Scholar 

and Religious Leader 

Chicago. lllinois 

P/it-£i-
~~ (: R. JORDAN PEARLSON 

Founding Rabbi 
Temple Sinai 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

National P.:esidenl 
The American Red Cross 

Washington, D.C. 

~~c/3lL..J 
BISHOP MARK B, HERBENER 

Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synod 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
Dallas, Texas 

VENERABLE CIDN KUNG 
The Venerable of 

The Amitabha Society 
Taipei, Taiwan 

SWAMI SARVANAND SARASWATI 
President 

International Bhajan Sukh Seva Mission 
Delhi, India 

DR. JAMES A. FORBES, JR. 
Senior Minister 

The Riverside Church 
New York Cily 

AMANULLAH KHAN. M.D., PH.D. 
PJ:eSidenl. 

American Muslim Caucus 
Dallas, Texas 

~""~ 
MOST REV. LEROY T. MATTHIESEN 

Bishop, 
Roman Catholic Diocese 

Amarillo, Texas 

/)d:L.j uJ~S 
Bb WILUAMS 
Nobel Peace Laureate 

Director, Global Children's Studies Center 
Huntsville, Texas 
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DECLARATION OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1995 

A HEART FILLED WITH THANKSGIVING 

FILLS THE WHOLE BELNG WITH A SONG OF HOPE -

AN ANTIClPAT10N OF LIFE'S HAPPINESS, PEACE, AND WELL BEING. 

IF SUFFERING IS A COMPANION ALONG THE WAY, EXPECTATION YET EMPHASIZES HOPE. 

TO FULLY LIVE BOTH JOY AND SORROW, THE HEART MUST RESPOND; 

GRATITUDE PROMPTS THE HEART TO OPEN TO ALL OF LIFE. 

THE NATIVE PEOPLES TEACH 

THAT HUMANS MUST SEEK A MOIST HEART, 

ONE MASSAGED AND TOUCHED DAILY WITH THE STUFF OF UVLNG. 

THE MOIST HEART REFLECTS, NEVER ALLOWLNG LIFE TO GROW DISTANT 

OR THE HEART TO BECOME DRY, BRlTTLE, AND CLOSED. 

TO BE A BLESSING, TO GIVE BLESSING 

IS A QUALITY OF THE MOIST AND GRATEFUL HEART. 

AS WE REFLECT ON OUR ABUNDANCE, WE BECOME STEEPED IN GRATITUDE. 

OUR HEARTS OPEN TO CHALLENGE AND OPPORTUNITY, 

MAKJNG SPACE FOR COMMUNION WITH THE CREATOR AND ALL BEfNGS. 

THANKFULNESS GUIDES US TO UNION WITH THE SOURCE OF ALL. 

THE GRATEFUL PERSON SOWS BLESSINGS. 

IMAM YAIIYA AUDUL.LAII 
Dallas Ivbsjid of AI-Islam 

~'1inistr)' of W. Dccn MohJ.mmad 
Dallas. To,", 

on JAE - SIUK 
Directo r, Korea Christian Al:aocmy 

Social Education Institute 

Seo ul. Korea 

DR. AUDEL.-RAHMAN OSMAN 
Senior Imam and Director 

'nle IsI'U11ic Cuitumi C enter 

New York City 

Ql~ ~ ~ ~ -l ~ \.""""'--, 
ALICE GERIN ISNARD TAVORA 

Gene ... 1 SL"Crdary or the Crusade 
fo r ;1 Universal 'Thank..,>giving D ay 

Rio dc, Janeiro, IJrnzil 

YUnmSTlURA DASA ADI-IlKARY 
President, IntcmJliona l Soc iety 

rOf Krishna Consciousness 

. , 
I 
~ 

DR. SHOZEN KUMOI 
Pro rcssor Emeritus 

Otani UniVcfbi ty 
Kyoto. Ja pan 

ROSA L. I'ARKS 
Civil RighL< ~ionccr 

Teacher, Author, Volunteer 
Atl{Ulta, Geo rg ia 

/uk' ~ !'Jrtq 
J UAN AL.EJANDRO TOUIAS 

Rector 
Univcrsidad Del Salvador 
Due nos Aires, A rgentina 

V't--

ANNE ARMSTRONG 
I'omter COWlsellor to the President 

Former U. S. Ambassador 10 Greal Britain 
San Antonio, Texas 

REV. THOMAS MICHEL, SJ. 
orric.c of Ecumenical & Interreligious Affairs 

Federation of Asian Dishops' Conference 
Bangkok.lbailand 

RAUUI DAVID ROSEN 
Director. Inter-Religious Relations 

Anti-Defamation League 
1crusalem, Israel 

WILLIAM E. TUCKER 
Chancellor 

Texas Ouistian University 
I'ort Worth, Texas 
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DECLARATION OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1996 

I 

THANKSGIVING INSPIRES WONDER 

AT THE MYSTERY OF THE WORLD. . . 
THERE IS BEAUTY IN DESERT, SEA, AND MOUNTAINS 
IN THE FLIGHT OF BIRDS AND HUMAN DISCOVERY. 

THE WONDER OF LIFE FILLS THE HEART WITH GRATITUDE . 
• 

THANKSGIVING GIVES VALUE 

TO'TI-IE CULTURES OF PEOPLES EVERYWHERE. 
GRATITUDE INCREASES THE SENSE OF WORTH IN EACH PERSON. 

APPRECIATION DEEPENS OUR COMPASSION FOR 
~ 

THE HUNGRY, THE DISEASED, THE OPPRESSED . ' ' 

WHO ARE ROBBED OF OFFERING THEIR SPECIAL GIFTS TO THE WORLD. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE HEART QF ALL RELIGIONS 

ENCOURAGES RESPECT FOR THE FAITH OF OTHERS. 

APPRECIATION OF EACH OTHER'S SPIRITUAL TREASURES 

HELPS DISSOLVE THE TENSIONS AND BmERNESS OF THE WORLD. 
_ THEN HUMANITY TOGETHER CAN BECOME A'SYMPHONY 

MELBA PATILLO BEALS 
Civil Rights Pioneer 

Author, Lecturer, Volunteer 

Tiburon, California 

-f'JWD~ "V 
REV. MICHEL DUBOIS, O.P. 

Professor, Hebrew University 
Director, Isaiah House 

Jerusalem, Isrnel 

NAtDD MOHAMMED 
Educator and AssiBtanrPrincipal 

Brighter Horizon Scbool 
Dallas, Texas , 

;::;:YJ~~' 
FARIDSV ZAlO . 

Spokespel1lOn 
World Religions Youth Conference 

New Yolk, New Yorl< 

OF PRAISE TO THE LORD. 

ri~ 
MARJ CARPENTER 

207th Modc:rator 
'Prc6byterian Church, USA 

Big Spring, Texas 

~:{oy 
Pastor Emeritua 

Ross Avenue Baptist Church 

Dallas, Texas " 

REV. DR. KONRAD RAISER 
Secretary· General 

World CoWlcil of Churches 
Geneva, Switzerland 

RABBI DAVID E. STERN 
Senior Rabbi 

Temple Emanu·EI 
Dallas, Texas 

ANGEL M. CENTENO 
Secretary of Religious Relations 

RepubliC of Argentina • 

,Buen08 Ai""" Argentina 

DR. FlROZE M. KOTW AL 
Dastur, Zoroastrian High Priest 

II. B. Wadia Atash RAfuarn 
Bombay, India 

DR. T. S. RUKMANI 
Professor and Chair of Hindu Studies 

Concordia University 
Montreal, Canada 

, ;kf 
~~~~ * DR.TU~G r11 

ProCessor oC Chinese History & PhiI080phy 
Harvard University 

Cambridge, Massacbuset18 



OPENS THE DOORS 
OF MINDS AND SPIRITS 

"How WONDERFUL IT WOULD BE IF -
WE COULD HELP OUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN 

TO LEARN THANKSGIVING AT AN EARLY AGE. 

THANKSGIVING OPENS THE DOORS. 

IT CHANGES A CHILD'S PERSONALITY. 

A CHILD IS RESENTFUL, NEGATIVE - OR THANKFUL. 

THANKFUL CHILDREN WANT TO GIVE, 
THEY RADIATE HAPPINESS, THEY DRAW PEOPLE. 

WOULDN'T IT BE WONDERFUL IF WE COULD 

HELP PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD 

TO HAVE YOUNG PEOPLE TAUGHT THE 
BASIC SPIRITUAL BENEFITS OF THANKSGIVING?" 

- Sir ]ohnM. Templeton-
President, Center for World Thanksgiving 

Now""" TWENTY-FOUR HOURS A DAY, THE RING OF THANKS INVITES US TO "ENTER HIS 
GATES WITH THANKSGIVING." FOR ALL AGES, THIS CEREMONIAL ENTRY IN THE ENLARGED 

COURT OF ALL NATIONS, CELEBRATES THANKSGIVING AT HOME, IN THE NATION, AND 
WORLDWIDE. 

THANlr<sGNJING AND OUJR OmDREN""" nm Wo1R1Lds OHonLORlBN 
MORE THAN TWENTY YEARS AGO, THANKSGIVING EDUCATION BEGAN WITH HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENTS IN THE TALENTED AND GIFTED PROGRAM. LATER, A FIFTH GRADE GRATITUDE 

CURRICULUM WAS DEVELOPED BY PRIVATE, PUBLIC AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOL EDUCATORS. 
THIS WAS FOLLOWED WITH A COLLEGE COURSE, AND GRADUATE SEMINARS. BOOKS ON 

GRATITUDE HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED IN COOPERATION WITH HARVARD UNIVERSITY, IN 

HEIDELBERG, AND IN CAIRO. 

PRESCHOOL CHIWREN will enjoy a new guide for finding gratitude 
in ftlVOrite bedtime stories. Planned by public, private and rxm>Chial school 
educators representing Hindu, Jewish, Christian and Muslim schools. 

HIGH SCHOOL work sessions are in full swing as juniors and seniors 
from 30+ regional schools take part in the Thanksgiving Councl1 of the 
Young. They bUl7d community and see teenage life through gratitude. 



DECLARATION OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1997 

WE LOS ' HOPE, UNTIL 

IN THE COLD WINTER OF LACK AND DISTRESS 

OR IN THE EASE AND ABUNDANCE THAT DULLS PURPOSE, 

WE FINALLY FEEL THE NEED TO GRASP AND SHOUT ANEW 

OUR ESSENTIAL EXPERJENCE OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT. 

LIFTED AND HOPEFUL IN TI-IANKING, 

WE AWAKEN TO THE REALITY OF GREAT GIFTS GIVEN US, 

IN BODY, MIND AND SOUL: 

PAST MEMORY, PRESENT PASSION, FUTURE AWE. 

WE SEE THE NEED TO GRASP MUCH MORE FORCEFULLY 

AND TO REVEAL TO THE WORLD 

NOT THAT WHICH DIVIDES US, 

BUT THE THANKSGIVING THAT UNITES US. 

WE ARN J Y A WE ACT IN SELF.:GIV[NG, 

SURPRISED BY THE POWER GIVEN THE OPEN-HEARTED. 

TOGETHER LET US LIFT OUR HEARTS TO THE LORD OF CREA nON, 

SO OUR THANKING AND GIVING CAN BRIGHTEN THE FUTURE, 

OUR PRINCIPAL CHALLENGE FOR THE COMTNG CENTURY. 
(l.'\!i tlz appredatiol1 for the thoughts of Vaclau Hauel) 

ARCHBISHOP SPYRIDON 

Greek O rthodox Archdiocese 

of North and South America 

New York City 

DR. MARTIN E. MARTY 

Professor, Universi ty of Chicago 

Director. Public Religio n Pro ject 

Chicago. Illinois 

DR. LILA FAHLMAN 

Founding President 

World Council of Muslim Women 

Edmonton, Alberta 

CL"<V' I%"'L r . y.c.t.{ 
REV. JOAN BROWN CAMPBELL 

General Secretary 

National Council of Churches 

New York C ity 

GILLIAN MARTIN SOR"ENSEN 

Assistant Secreta ry Gene ral 

The United Nations 

New York City 

, 

1 
DR. LI YIRU 

Founder and Principal 

liua Xi.a School 

Beij.ing, China 

ANWARUL K. CHOWDHURY 

Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of Bangladesh 

to the United Nations 

THE REV. TOM J. BARNETT 

President 

Evangelical Lutheran C hurch 

Sierra Leone. West Africa 

J .. 
SHIMON PERES 

Nobell'eace Laureate 

Former Prime Minister of Israel 

Tel Aviv, Israel 

ifor.tL 
ARUN GANDHI 

Found er 

M.K. Gandhi Institute fo r Nonviolence 

Memphis, Tennessee 

GURUDEV CHITRABHANU 

FOImder 

Jain Meditation Internatio nal Center 

Bombay, India 

DR. IAN ADAMSON 

Medical Doctor 

and Lord Mayor 

BeLfast. Northern Ireland 
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THANKSGIVING TOGETHER 
- 1907 -1997 -

1/ A SIMPLE THANKSGIVING MIRACLE" 

1 - 8 t).C (. 

In 1907, at the beginning of the century, a revolutionary idea changed a town's thinking at the center 
of America. Now in 1997, at the end of the century, that powerful idea of "THANKSGIVING TOGETHER" 
could change the world's thinking. 

Ninety years ago, a simple question spurred the miracle. A new Rabbi asked his fellow clergy, "Since 
we share only one religious holiday, why don't we celebrate it... together?" 

In spite of the accepted prejudices of the day, the answer was an enthusiastic YES! echoed in the 
overflowing crowd at that Thanksgiving Day celebration. A great banner behind the podium read, 
"Have we not all one Father?" The clergy who spoke said ... 

"We ought to be thankful today that we are children of forefathers of 
deep religious convictions ... " Rabbi 

"The time is gone when people hate each other because they differ in belief. 
Religion is naught but love, because God is love." Priest 

"You see on this rostrum a Catholic, A Unitarian, a Methodist, and a Jew, 
but there is no spitting of fire (applause) ... This is a prophetic insight into 
what is being realized more and more today." Preacher 

Perhaps the simple miracle of 1907 was an insight into "love your neighbor as yourself," telling us to 
"respect our neighbor's faith as we would have them respect ours." In "THANKSGIVING TOGETHER" 
it became possible. For 50 years the "THANKSGIVING TOGETHER" miracle continued downtown each 
Thanksgiving Day - through panics, droughts, wars and depressions. Only in 1957 was it halted: by 
suburbs, football, and television. 

In 1977, "THANKSGIVING TOGETHER" emerged deeper and wider, not one day 
a year, but everyday at the center of downtown life. Thanks-Giving Square and 
its Garden symbolizes America's oldest tradition. At the 1977 opening of the 
Square, in prophetic words, a world statesman said, "I dream that in the year 
2000, all the world will give thanks." Would the dynamism of Thanksgiving 
enlarge its blessings even more? 

Now in 1997, near the end of the century, we see ,that, as always, Thanksgiving 
opens hearts around us. But amazingly, as prophesied, 54 nations of the 

Economic and Social Council of the United Nations have accepted the 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THANKSGNING 2000 

Now we are dramatically seeing Thanksgiving open hearts in many 
nations. From the beginning to the end of our century, the powerful idea 
of "THANKSGIVING TOGETHER" continues to grow. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVlNG TOGETHER 

Thejive ThanksgiVing World Advisors, whose religions represent two-thirds of the world's 
people, stand by the new giant Norman Rockwell Mosaic, gift of the Charles & Sam Wyly Family, 



DECLARATIO.\J OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1998 

A\v'AKE MY SPIRIT 

AT ANY MO?vIENT - OR ONCE IN l\ THOUSAl\:D YEi\RS-

OUR RE?vIEMBERING BRINGS GRATITUDE AND THE POWER TO GIVE. 

APPROi\CHING THE HUi'v!J\N THRESHOLD OF THE YEAR 2000 

\X,'E SEEK THE SOURCE AND MEfu'\;ING OF LIFE. 

\XlE C\N EXPERIENCE THE HIDDEN TRUTH TH:n 

EVEN IN DARKNESS UNFA.ILING LOVE ENFOLDS US. 

THE HARVEST OF A TI-IOUSAND YEARS CAN BE 

OUR REFLECTION O\J OUR O\'\iN LIFE EXPERlENCE, 

OUR GRATITUDE FOR THE GIFr OF LIFE ITSELF. 
REl\lEl\1BERli\'G TOGETHER FULPILLS {\NO COMPLETES AN /\GE. 

IN OUR CEi\'TURY PEOPLE ONCE Fi\R OFF AXE NOW CLOSE, 

I~ RECOGNIZING :\ND TH.'\NKING OTt-IERS, NEAR l\N D FAR., 

\'FE BLESS ALL LIFE AROL:ND US . 

. THIS SACRlFICE OF THAj'\lKSGIVING - THIS S!\CRIFICE OF SELF 

BECOMES.A,. H.'1RVEST OF LIGHT. . 

UR TI-IANKSGIVING TO GETI ER 

IS NOW OUR NEW SONG TO THE LORD. 

\VE PRAY TH.i\T OUR .A,.CTS OF TH,\ N KS AND GIVING 

\VILL INSPIRE ALL HL' l\IANITY TO STEP II\:TO THE ,'\GE TO COtvlE 

\X'ITH THANKSGIVING. 

BJ0RN WllNBLAD KAUSllAL K. SINHA, M.D. RABBI LEON KLENlCKI 
Director, Department of interfaith Affairs 

Anti·Defamation League 
Artist 

Ceramist and Designer 
Copenhagen, Denmark 

PARRISH WILLlAl\'IS 
Priesl and Leading Elder 
Nalive American Church 
Pponca City, Oklahoma 

.2..... _- C< .. c-.fIL . 

JENO C. A. ST AEHEUN 
Ambassador ofSwilzcrland 

Extraordinary and Plenipotentidf)' 
to the United Nations 

Ambassador 
Permanent Represenlative of Chile 

to the United Nations 

Chief Executive Officer 
Encyclopedia of Hindism 
Columbia, South Carolina 

~~~ 
Allied Holdings. Inc. 

Atlanta, Georgia 

L-iJ.h~c<~ 
Rt. R~\' . SAMSON M. MWALUDA 

Bishop 
Anglican Diocese of 
Taitt Tavela, Ken),,, 

~~ 
ThanksGiving Square Belfast 

Belfast. Northern Ireland 

Now York City 

SHHKH, MOHAMAD M. GEMEAHA 
Imam 

The Islamic Cultural Center 
New York City 

JARGALSAlKHANY ENKHSAlKHAN 
Ambassador of Mongolia 

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
to the United Nations 

POSECI WAQALEVU BUNE 
Fiji High Commissioner to Canada & 

l'~rmanent Represenlative of Fiji 
to the United Nations 

CENTER FOR WORLD THANKSGIVING 81 Thanks .. Gwtng Square • Post Office Box 1770 • Dallas Texas 75221 USA .214:969-1977 FAX21 4n 54..()152 www.lbanlugi,ing.org 



DECLARATION OF 

WORLD THANKSGIVING 
1999 

DEEP CALLS TO DEEP 

LN OUR HEARTS - AS WE FACE THE THRESHOLD OF 1000 YEARS. 

GREAT RELIGIONS REMIND US THAT 9VR GRATITUDE REQUIRES AN OTHER 

TO LIFT US UPWARD TO THE SOURCE. 

NOW rnOSE ANCIENT RELIGIONS HAVE TAKEN 

A GREAT HISTORIC COMMON ACTION 

IN THE THANKSGIVING TOGETHER THAT GIVES LIFE MEANING AND PURPOSE. 

IN A WORLD THAT NEEDS HEALING 

THE UNITED NATIONS HAS JOINED THE GREAT RELIGIONS IN DECLARING 

2000 "INTERNATIONAL YEAR OFTI-IANKSGIVING". 

LET US REACH OUT TO OTHERS IN GIVING AND FORGIVING 

TO FULFIT..L TI-:IE TIMELESS WISDOM OF GRATITUDE. 

CAN TI-IANKFULNESS ALTER THE COURSE OF A WORLD? 

WE REJOICE IN WlIAT UNITES US -

TIllS VISION OF "THANKSGIVlNG TOGETHER" FOR ALL HUMANITY 

POWERFULL Y OPENING THE NEW CENTURY. 

MA Y HUMANITY WELCOME THE DA WN OF A NEW WORLD CONSCIOUSNESS, 

OUR GRATEFUL PRAISE FOR THE GIFT OF LIFE 

IN R ·VERENCE BEFORE THE ETERNAL, TI--IE HOLY. 

WrJIA/ 'L (C~6jll- (( ~;y 
NAHID ANGHA, Ph.D. RONALD APPL ETO , Q , C. 

Co-Found eerand Co-Director Chalrman, BoarJ of Direcrors 

Intemational Association of Sufism Thanksgiving !xjunre Be lf~st 

5d.n Rafael, GlljfOmID B"lfast. Norlhem l",land 

S. R.INSANALLY EMrKO HANNAIIISHIGAKI 

AmbassaJor &; Pennanenl RcpresenliJti'N 0.,= of the GnlJu,,~ <;ChOCl i 

I~cpublk of Guy~na s.,iwa C o lk-gt! 

th the UnitEd Nations Kyc'lo, J"pan 

BERNARD lIKAlIMBA WAL LY 'DOW, I'h . D. 

Master o f Arts StuJ" n! "'wry Geo"",l 

UnIversity of Nalal United ations I !abilat tl Conlcrcnce 

P","'rmaritzburg. South Africa Th~ Uoited Nations 

?MtV1.~ g'M:k~~ ~J 
PATARAPORN srRIKA C HA A, Ph . D. JOAN VIDAL GIRONELLA 

Chalrperson, Standing Committee Founder anJ Presidenl 

World FeJlowship of Duddhists Inl=uJtLlral Opinion Group 

Bangkok, Thaila nd Ban::d ona, pilin 

fATHER LUIS 1. DOLA ,c. P. 

I jaison to th United NabQn5 for the 

Center for World Thill1ksgiving 

~~~ 
DAVID 8 . LARSO • M.D . 

President 

Natlonallnstltule for Healthcare Research 

Rockville, Maryland 

6~-- Sc~u~--1 . 
SWAMISARVANANDSARASWATI 

Fotmdcr and Presiden! 

International Bhil jWlSukhseva Missio n 

New DclIu, 1 ml in 

~ 
MARrNA VrLLALOBOS DIAZ 

Prvsidellt IntcrameTicnn Council 

of I nd lsenous p irituati ty 

Morc.lia" Mexico 

CCENTER FOR WORLD TllANK GIVlNG at Thanks-G.vlOgSquare • Post Office Box 1770 • Dal las Texa<> 75221 USA . 214J969-19n FAX2 14n54"() 152 ..-..w.lb.D""l:ivin~.OrJi: 



The G ood N ews from the United Nations 

2000 - INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THANKSGIVING 

shows humanity's discovery together that 

2000 
INTERNATIONAL 

YEAI! Of 
THANKSGIVING 

THANKSGIVING OPENS HEARTS - VISION FOR THE NEW CENTURY 

E very family knows that thankfu l people are happy people - that's the way families open minds and lives with acts of giving 
and forgiving. 

• A Pans housewife puts it this way: "Thanksgiving should be the center of our lives ." 
_-\ world businessman says ''Wake up in the morning and say, WOW!, I'm alive again!" 
An inrern~ ti onal religious leader calls gratitude "a wind in the heart" that heals and unires . 

Great minds came from thirty nations and five continents in March, 1999 to the Cellter for World Thanksgiving in DaUas 
Texas for the Thanksgiving World _-\ssembly of religions and cultures, whic h They prepared for "2000 - International Year 
of Thanksgiving. _\mong many others, eight world leaders and thinkers foresaw: 

A NEW GRATITUDE IN OUR PERSONAL LIVES 

"CII/fillate a new llision - il call reorimllhe nlind and hean. " 
'Thanksgiving eleva/es ollr minds and sp;nls. " 
"When we express grati/llde WI! are never alollC. ' 
'Thallk.J"giving - our compassion has 10 incillde the world" 
There is (1 song ojTbafiksgivillg because we are His. " 

'Tbanksgilling is Ibe nlosl imponall! exprmiol1 if jai!h ill our Crealor. " 

Dr. uJ/lise Cowall 
- Kofi AI1l1all, SetTIJlary Gmeral oj the UN 
- Dr. K L Jeshagiri Roo 
- Venerable Achok Rinpoche 

Rabbi Aditl Stei1/Jaltz 
Or. M"zamUJil Siddiqi 

THANKSGIVING IN OUR COMl\1UNITY, IN THE WORLD COMl\1UNITY 

''Now is the opponulli~ to open a new cbap/pr in bun/all history. " 
'LeI re/~gio'is thank other people oj rdigion. " 
''Tbe Century oj Tballk.J"giting - a great Ulorld UJo/leUJeJltll1hich can 
seme 10 unite tlfld sti!JIulate all jll/ure civilizations. " 
"Re/igioll - aile oj tbe nlost poweiflll forces ill /),,,,,all actioll. " 
'1Pe !JIllsl concell/rote 011 what ul/ites Ill' - Thallksgiving. " 

Dr. K L Seshagiri Roo 
Dr. MuzaUJnJi/ Siddiqi 

Sir Jobl1 M. Templetoll 
Francis CardinalArillze 

- Dr. Geo'l,e G~ .. The Archbishop oj Cmlerbllty 

WE CAN ALL HELP THANKSGIVING OPEN HEARTS WHERE WE LIVE 

The (I: ' lVR H)R WOJU .D 1'IH 1>:_'(;1\ I (, at Thanks-Giving Square is dedicated to 
gather and share praise, gratitude and thanksgiving In the human expenence, in order to bless people everywhere . 

T I [I .: T IIA KS-GrvING FOU DYllO invites your help for this great work. 

Join us with your ideas and support (checks can be made payable to The Thanks-Giving Foundation) 

Cr NTER FOR WO RJ.D TI£ANK.fGIY(, G ar TIIANKs..GT\,1 G SQU.\RE 
Post O ffice Box 131770 (at Akard, Bryan, Pacific & Ervay Sts .) 

Dallas , Texas 75313·1770 
Phone : 214.969-1977 Fax: 214.754-0152 www.thanksgivin~.or~ 



DECLARATION OF 
WORLD THANKSGIVING 

2000 
IN CELEBRATION OF THANKSGIVING 

FOR A CENTURY AND A MILLENNIUM 

WE FIN D A MYSTEfUOUS POWER TURl'\JS OUR HEARTS 

AWAY FROM THE SUPERJICIAL. TOWARD THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD THINGS. 

THE HEART IS PULLED TO RECOGN IZE THAT WE ARE CARED FOR­

THAT LI FE HAS MEAN ING. 

EVEN SUFFERING AND PAIN BECOME GIFTS 

FOR WHICH TO BE THANKFUL IN THE LIGHT OF GRATITUDE. SINCE IT UNCOVERS 

AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT UNIVERSE IN WHICH ONE CAN LIVE. 

A SPIRlTUAL DIMENSION - A MOVEMENT UPWARD. 

FACING VAST CHANGE - THE HABIT OF GIVING THANKS 

CAN REOfUENT THE MIND AND HEART AND REMAKE OUR COSMIC ORDER. 

IN THIS VERTICAL DIMEN ION OF THANKSGIVING 

WE FIND THE GREAT NEED OF THE NEW CENTURY. 

MAY WE CULTIVATE A NEW VISION TO SEE WITH THE INNER EYE THE INVISIBLE SOURCE OF BElNG 

TO FIND THE SOURCE OF TRANSCENDENCE IN THE HEART OF LlFE. 

SO NOW WE UTTER OUR HYMNS, OUR PRAYERS , OUR PRAISES IN LOVE AND FORGIVENESS 

FOR THE THANKSGIVING IN OUR HEARTS THAT WILL CHANGE THE WORLD. 

~ ~Zo: A::!:~ 
Presiding Bishop 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(
'lq,,, ~:La,go. Illinois 

?fl" "' c: ,; "J 

A.·fti;kcL/~ 
FATHE EDWARD CHAU KING-FUN, PhD. 

Chairperson of 
Diocesan Commission for 

Interreligious Dialogue 
Hong Kong 

~ M~'Ufr:tfr-
Christian Science 

Committee on Publications for Texas 

, /~i cA,lc;viJ 
IFET MUSTAFIC jI 

The Islamic Community in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Interreligious Relations and Human Rights Advisor, 

Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina 

MOVSHOVICH ROTHFELD ENRIQUE 
President of the Judeo 0 y istian Relations Committee 

B'Nai Bri In Mexico 
Me ico City 

ISABELLE COLLORA 
Co-founder and 
Board President 

Homeward Bound Inc. 
Dal las, Texas 

~; ~ 

~~~~ 
Seriki & Baba Ad ini of Egbaland 

Secretary General, Nigerian Supreme 
Council for Is lamic Affairs (NSCIA) 

Nigeria 

12JJ a ~ 
ROBERT A EMMONS 
Professor of Psychology 

University of California, Davis 
"Kindling the Science of Gratitude" 

~~::;~ 
FARUK A JARRAR 

Advisor and Coordinator, 
Muslim-Chris tian Dialogue, 

AI Alba it Foundation 

THE VENERAB LE LAMA DUDJOM DORJEE 
Acharya and Spi ri tual Advisor 

KTC Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Center 
Dallas, Texas 

Amman, Jordan 

~rfl' ,/~~~ ~~=-~·t 
THE REVEREND GERTRUDE J. SMITHER PHILLIP M. RAMSAROOP 

SI. Christopher's Episcopal Church 
Da llas, Texas 

© 2000 The Thanks-G.ving Fou dation - Dallas. 

Past President 
Dallas Fort Worth Hindu Temple 



THANKSG IVING 
A MYSTERlOUS POWER FOR THE NEW CENTURY 

OUR CELEBRATION OF THANKSGIVING PULLS OUR HEARTS AWAY FROM THE SUPERFICIAL 

TOWARD THE AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD THINGS. 

The dynam ism of 

the "spi ral of life" is 

t he chosen image of 

"2000 Internationa l 

Year of Thanksgiving" 

for the United Nations 

Official Stamp. 

Like a brilliant Jewel, 

the giant stained glass 

ceiling of the Chapel of 

Thanksgiving in Dallas 

shows God's b lessing 

embracing us and our 

praises rising to God. 

The spiral was inspired by Brother David's words of a mother's reaction to her baby's smile. 

In his words, "the mother, overjoyed with the childish gesture of gratitude, lifts up the baby with a kiss. 

There is our 'spiral of joy.' Is not the kiss greater than the smile - the joy that set our spiral in motion?" 

Stained glass master Gabriel Loire of Chartres feels the purpose behind his work is "to express all life with its difficulties, 

its forces, its joys, its torments, its frightening aspects, and then, bit by bit, all that falls away and you arrive finally at a burst, 

an explosion of gold, you arrive at the summit." 

May thanksgiving become your daily habit. 

VlsrrTHANKS-GIVING SQUARE FOR THE INSPIRATION OF THANKSG VING 
Send your ideas and support to: 

THE THANKS-GIVING FOUNDATION AT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE 
P.O. Box 131770 (at Akard, Pacific, and Ervay) Dallas, Texas 75313-1770 
Phone 214.969.1977 Fax 214.754.0152 E-mail: info@thanksgiving.org 

(Checks can be made payable to The Thanks-Giving Foundation.) 
Visit our Web site at www thanksg ivlng .erg 



DECLARATION OF 
WORLD THANKSGIVING 

2001 
SING A NEW SONG TO THE LORD 

From our first breath, the Great Giver puts life in our throats . 
As we now hold our breath, we know where life comes from. 

The gift of pure air, personal and vital, that I receive 
is given each of us, each moment. 

FELLOW RECEIVERS 

of the breath of life the world over, each receives different gifts to give each other. 
We awake to the life-giving act of exchanging gifts, 

the happy mission we learn of self-giving. 
We learn the joy of breaking the estrangement, 

the alienation walls that we ourselves build, 
as we reach out and make other lives happier. 

WE SING THA KSGIVING TOGETHER - ' ALWAYS NEW 

Even in the night of trouble, thanksgiving is the star 
that shows our little and our great gifts clearer. 

We learn in pain to see the Giver and not the gift. 
May we remember the eternal thanksgiving message 

that keeps life ascending in meaning, reverence and rejoicing. 

rt-:b~e.~ {~r...,s 

cf}-J)~/ 
Bishop Kallistos of Diokleia 

The Right Reverend Kallistos Ware 
Oxford, England 

Jerome A. Lewis 
Chairman 

Downing Street Foundation 
Denver, Colorado 

Dr. Terry J. Flowers 
Headmaster 

St . Philip's School 8< Community Center 
Dallas, Texas 

Susan P. Macfarlane 
Co· chair Thanks Civing Place 

Baltimore, Maryland 

Praise the Lord. 

Dr. Subhash Kak 
Professor of Engineering 

Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Marzuq Abdul Jaami 
Assistant Director 

Dallas Masjid of AI-Islam 
Dallas, Texas 

Muriel V. Pinkus 
Past Chairman 

Dallas Regional Board of the 
Anti-Defamation League 

Dallas, Texas 

Archbishop Michael J. Sheehan 
Archbishop of Santa Fe 

Albuquerque, New ,\Aexico 

® 2001 The Thanks·Giving Foundation - Dallas 

Hsien Lily Chuang 
Buddhist Nun 

Dallas Buddhist Association 
Dallas, Texas 

Dr. Andreas Laun 
Auxiliary Bishop in Salzburg 

Salzburg, Austria 

Dean Charles O. Calvin 
Southern Methodist University 

Dallas, Texas 

s. S. Rama Rao Papu 
Professor 

Miami University 
Oxford, Ohio 



The first survey of the world's Harvest Thanksgivings* clearly shows - (etc. b t 6 .1-(')~ 

A DAY OF THANKSGIVING TOGETHER 
HEALS AND UNITES 

THE HOME, THE HARVEST, THE WORLD. 
Especially in times of tragedy, it's good to remember the thanksgiving at the heart of all religions. 

THE HARVEST - Thousands of Harvest Thanksgivings in hundreds of countries each year fulfill an ancient 
human need for a day to rejoice together. We celebrate the Divine Goodness for the Gift of Life, the fruits 
of the field, forest, or sea - and today, the school, the office, or factory. (Some Harvesters report the custom 
to give thanks in advance for the next year's bounty by leaving special sheaves in the field.) 

After the labor of the year, the warmth and brilliance of the thanksgiving moment together give unity and 
healing. A World Thanksgiving Day each year can start to heal the nations at the grassroots. 

SURVEY OF THE WORLD'S HARVEST THANKSGIVINGS REPORTS FROM ALL OVER THE GLOBE 
Europe 

Austria 
Croatia 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Ireland 

Italy 
Liechtenstein 
Malta 
Monaco 
Netherlands 
Romania 
Switzerland . 
Ukraine 
United Kingdom 

Africa 
Cote d'ivoire 
Mau ritius 
Ghana 
Morocco 
Libya 

Tanzania 
Madagascar 
Zimbabwe 
Malawi 
Liberia . 

Afghanistan 
Bangladesh 
Fiji 

Jordan 

KEY 

North America 

Canada . 
Dominican Republic 
EI Salvador 
United States . 

South America 

Argentina 
Brazil . 
Chile 
Peru 

India 
Israel 

South Korea . 
Ma laysia 
M icronesia 
Mongolia 

New Guinea 
Ph ilipp ines 
Saudi Arabia 
Thailand 
Japan . • Official Thanksgiving Nations 

THE HOME - In millions of homes daily in all continents, children are learning the same thankfulness from 
mother, father and elders in the different words and gestures of many cultures and religions. (One custom 
reported - in Zimbabwe and Malawi, children open both hands to receive a gift and clap their hands.) 
Gratitude expressed in the home unites parents and children and heals the community. 

IN ACTIVE CONFLICT AREAS, the power of thanksgiving is at work by opening and changing hearts. 
Secretary-General Kofi Anan states, " ... Thanksgiving will be an inspiration for peace, healing, and 
understanding." IN EUROPE - In Northern Ireland, a resolute lady, Myrtle Smyth, has pioneered 1 0 years 
for a Thanks-Giving Square in Belfast (soon to open). IN AFRICA - Sierra Leone (with more peacekeeping 
troops than any nation) is directly responding to its great tragedy by declaring a national Thanksgiving Day. 

So in this "Year One" of the New Century in which the world has faced great tragedy 
and loss, may the thousands of Harvest Thanksgiving Days and many millions 

of home thanksgivings gradually start the healing of humanity. 

* Reported to the UN General Assembly for the 2000 International Year of Thanksgiving by the Center for World Thanksgiving December 1999. 
Copies available at cost on request. 

VISIT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE FOR THE INSPIRATION OF THANKSGIVING 
Send your ideas and support to: 

THE THANKS-GIVING FOUNDATION AT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE 
P.O. Box 131770 (Pacific at Ervay and Bryan) Dallas, Texas 75313-1770 
Phone 214.969.1977 Fax 214.754.0152 E-mail: info@thanksgiving.org 

(Checks can be made payable to The Thanks-Giving Foundation.) 
Visit our Web site at www.thanksgiving.org 



DECLARATION OF 
WORLD THANKSGIVING 

2002 
LIMITLESS BENEVOLENCE 

is the grace given us 
in the vast interconnected creation -

light from the sun , water from the clouds, 
grains for the earth, even my next breath -

all given without expecting anything back. 

God remembering us , each moment. 

IT INSPIRES US TO CHANCE 
and to joy in the magnificence and majesty so freely given us. 

Now we remember to remember 

oLir thanks and giving keep the ego out and invite God in. 

Seeking forgiveness brings us strength and healing. 

AND TO cIV THANKS TOcETH R 
is fundamental to all religions. 

May that vertical and serene gratitude deep inside each of us 

puri Fy and heal a person or even a world. 

Krishan K. Aggarwal 
President 

India Heritage Research Foundation 
Weirton, West Virginia 

Bishop Andrew Francis 
Bishop of Multan and Chairman­

Christian-Muslim Relations 
Pakistan 

Ahmed A. Alrahman Mohamed 
Secretary General 

International Council for Peoples Friendship 
Sudan 

Didi Talwalkar 
Educationist 

Mumbai, India 

May healing be the next gift received, 
changing us into thanksgiving people . 

His Eminence Dr. Mustafa Ceric 
Raisu-I-ulama, 

The Grand Mufti of Bosnia 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

William H. Hill , CSB 
Christian Science Board 

of Directors, (Former Member) 
Dallas, Texas 

Rev. Dr. Ismael Noko 
General Secretary 

Lutheran World Federation 
Geneva, Switzerland 

C6.~ 
Tashi Tsering 

Geshi 
Representative of The Dalai Lama 

London 

® 20112 The Th;lI1k .. -C ,vin g FOllllda11 0 11 - Dal1Js 

jrYZ;-? 
Joseph H. Ehrenkranz 

Rabbi 
Center for Christian-Jewish Understanding 

of Sacred Heart University 
Fairfield, Connecticut 

~ifur 
Judith Kelly 

Television Producer/Professor of Drama 
University of Dallas 

Dallas, Texas 

Mohammad Sammak 
Secretary General 

Christian-Muslim Committee for Dialogue 
Beirut, Lebanon 

¥~1~7 
Dr. William F. Vendley 

Secretary General 
World Conference of Religions for Peace 

New York, New York 



At Assisi, separate "lamps of faith" were 
placed together and formed a great light. 

SUDDENLY, WE LIVE IN A WORLD where, most unexpectedly, religion has been returned 
to the center stage of world history as an exceptionally powerful and decisive force. 

RELIGIONS, THE GREAT REPOSITORY OF HUMAN WISDOM, can bring humanity the 

Thanksgiving unity of spirit and healing - or let it be perverted into conflict. 

Humanity now needs 
a Universal Day of Thanksgiving 
to celebrate together, each year, 

the gift of life, 

so that the Thanksgiving that unites us 
can heal us. 

THANKSGIVING TIME TOGETHER IS A HEALING TIME - ask any parent or child. Ask any 
community over the world at their harvest time celebration together. 

SO WE CAN START HEALING THE WORLD with a Universal Thanksgiving Day each year 
with the proven magic of gratefulness and Thanksgiving to love God and neighbor. 

\ 

-

140 top world religious leaders, invited to Assisi by Pope John Paul II in January 2002, 
heard together in Forum the full story of the Universal Day of Thanksgiving -

"A World Day of Thanksgiving together, already 
universally accepted by the UN's 2000 Year of Thanksgiving, 

will do life-giving work for bi llions at the grassroots in 
every continent, healing homes and communities."* 

* For complete addresses, write below. 

VISIT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE FOR THE INSPIRATION OF THANKSGIVING 
, Send your ideas and support to: 

- THE THANKS-GIVING FOUNDATION AT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE 
P.O. Box 131770 (Pacific at Ervay and Bryan) Dallas, Texas 75313-1770 
Phone 214.969.1977 Fax 214.754.0152 E-mail: info@thanksgiving.org 

(Checks can be made payable to The Thanks-Giving Foundation.) 
Visit our Web site at www.thanksgiving.org @o 0 a. 6"'''~ 



DECLARATION OF WORLD THANKSGIVING 
2003 

A WI D IN THE HEART 
can give us power to unite and be healed. 

We all have Felt the winds of earth 

that can blow us together iF we help - the power to unite . 

A wind in the heart is what carries us through liFe­

unpredictable , mysterious, sometimes painful , always compassionate . 

A new path - Thanksgiving to that heart wind inside each of us . 

A CHANGE HEARTC; 
In the turmoil of globalization , we see colors, cultures and tongues . 

Our wind carries them all. 

But the divine wind has divine purpose to open hearts to neighbors 

A new bond - come together and talk . 
Let us all gather in a Day of Thanksgiving to the Giver, 
thankful For our neighbors and the wind in their hearts. 

CHANGED HE RTS lA HA CE \'QORLDC; 
The wind tells us to gather others in the heart of Thanksgiving, 

to love our neighbor. 
Better humans build better worlds and change of heart brings the new song 

The divine order - healing in Thanksgiving. 

~7~ 
{oUjaned M. Bakhach 

Imam 
Islamic Association of Tarrant County 

Fort Worth, Texas 

Cardinal Julius R. Darmaatmadja, S.J. 
Archbishop of Jakarta 

Indonesia 

The Most Rev. Frank T. Griswold 
Presiding Bishop and Primate 

Episcopal Church 
New York, New York 

~~.G ~,~J 
Paul Cardinal Shan Kuo-His 

Chairman, Board of Trustees 
Catholic Fujen University 

Taiwan 

The Reverend Susan J. Barnes 
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church 

Austin, Texas 

Mark Denesuk 
Outstanding Orthodox Christian Layman 

and Business Executive 

Vadudha Narayanan 
Professor, Dept. of Religion 

University of Florida 

Dr. BhuDev Sharma 
President 

World Association for Vedic Studies 
Atlanta, Georgia 

*G .. teful for the inspor.llo nal ideas of Franz Cardinal Konig. 198 I. 

1)' 

~ ,,' 
Prof. Taha M . Basman 

Secretary General of the Philippine Islamic Council 
National Peace and Order Council of the 
Office of the President of the Philippines 

~7i,L~1t 
Geshe Tsultim Gyeltsen 

Founder and Spiritual Director 
Thubten Dhargye Ling 

Center for the Study of Buddhism and Tibetan Culture 
Long Beach, California 

Dr. Daniel Russ 
Director 

The Center for Christian Studies, Gordon College 
Wenham, Massachusetts 

~~~ 
Rose Marie Stromberg 

Human Relations Consultant 
Temple Emanu-EI 

Dallas, Texas 

® 2003 The Th anks·Givi ng Foundat io n 
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The great illustrator 
Norman Rockwell, 
disheartened at a terrible crisis 
at the United Nations, 
foresaw in a vision one night 
this real inner strength 
of prayer and Thanksgiving 
binding together 
the world's people. 

At the United Nations 
in New York, 
that mosaic has become 
and still remains the 
favorite image for visitors. 

Norman Rockwell insisted 
this was his 
most important work. 

ALL 
CAN 

OF US 
UNITE 

f!/Jcay 
THAT 

t Ct Ui ~anlio1J ·vt/) 'fI 
H.E A L SUS 

A world Thanksgiving Day 
is the natural outgrowth of 
the millennial year 2000 -
International Year 
of Thanksgiving 
of the United Nations. 

That 2000 Thanksgiving year 
revealed thousands 
of home and harvest 
Thanksgivings 
on every continent. 

C 1961 SEPS: Licens.ed by Curtis Publishing. Indianapolis, IN . All rights reserved. 'lw"N\v.curlispublishing.com 

At the United Nations, At Thanks-Giving Square, 
this great glass mosaic, almost eight feet square, 
was the gift from America to 
the United Nations on their 40th anniversary, 
funded by the Thanks-Giving Square Foundation. 

this same great glass mosaic of the 
people of the world in prayer and Thanksgiving 
greets visitors under the belltower 
as they arrive in the Court of All Nations. 

A Universal Thanksgiving Day will make a coming reality of world healing. 

On a Universal Thanksgiving Day each year, the "Thanksgiving together" of all people everywhere 
will remind humanity repeatedly of this great truth -

Thanksgiving unites and heals - a home or world. 

\ VISIT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE FOR THE INSPIRATION OF THANKSGIVING 
Send your ideas and support to: 

- THE THANKS-GIVING FOUNDATION AT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE 
P.O. Box 131770 (at Akard, Pacific and Ervay) Dallas, Texas 75313-1770 
Phone 214.969.1977 Fax 214.754.0152 E-mail: info@thanksgiving.org 

(Checks can be made payable to The Thanks-Giving Foundation.) 
Visit our Web site at www.thanksgiving.org 
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The heavenly gift of a baby's smile from the crib 

strikes a mother's grateful heart 

H 

who sees heaven opened. 

II .H J T 

For the wise mother has already 

lifted the baby high from the crib 
and kissed the soft baby cheek . 

,IFf TH L 

From the Giver to the Receiver to 

acts of celebration fulfilled . 

Gl 

IR L 

II L£ 
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May we reverence the constant giving of the Infinite 
and pray to be spiraled forever upwards . 

Swami Veda Bharati 
Disciple of Swami Rama of the Himalayas 

Association of Himalayan 
Yoga Meditation Societies 

India 

~Cbn~~ 
Monsignor Don L. Fischer 

Pastor St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Richardson, Texas 

..,. 

Cardinal William H. Keeler 
Archbishop of Baltimore 

Baltimore, Maryland 

Ronald B. Sobel 
Senior Rabbi Emeritus 

Congregation Emanu-EI 
New York City 

Alexandra Galbraith Costa 
Distinguished World Citizen 

Lisbon, Portugal 

Michael L. Fitzgerald 
Archbishop 

Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue 
Vatican City, Italy 

JctMVUV 
Pcof Dc. H,o, KG09 'f 

Professor of TheOIOgyJ 
President 

Global Ethic Foundation 
Tubingen, Germany 

Dr. Sayyid M . Syeed 
Secretary General 

Islamic Society of North America 

GrateJu I Jor the irlspirahml oj Brother David Steirldl-Rast 

The Venerable Thupten Donyo 
Monk 

Director and Founder of 
Gyuto Vajrayana Center 

San Jose, California 

Honor R. Hill 
Former President 

The First Church of Christ, Scientist 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Feisal Abdul Rauf 
Imam, Masjid Alfarah 

Founder 
American Sufi Muslim Association 

New York City 

Dr. Linus Wright 
Former Under Secretary 

of Education 
U.S. Dept. of Education 

® 2004 The Thanks.Civi ng Foundation 
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The Granite Ring of Action 
gives us the joys of living 

to love God and neighbor. 

Step forward in the divine pattern 

- the interlocking two rings 

of Praise and Service. 

The Gold Ring of Blessing 
embraces our life with Gifts 

of light, air, people ... 

Pausing to think and thank, 
we will feel the 
power of gratitude flowing. 

The Rings of Life are under the Belltower at Thanks-Giving Square in Dallas. 

VISIT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE FOR THE INSPIRATION OF THANKSGIVING 
Send your ideas and support to: 

THE THANKS-GIVING FOUNDATION AT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE 
P.O. Box 131770 (at Akard, Pacific and Ervay) Dallas, Texas 75313-1770 
Phone 214.969.1977 Fax 214.754.0152 E-mail: info@thanksgiving.org 

(Checks can be made payable to The Thanks-Giving Foundation.) 
Visit our Web site at www.thanksgiving.org 

SpeciaillJm,ks 10 TM Aaulrl151ng oj irving, Texas 



DECLARATION OF WORLD THANKSGIVING 2005 

EVERY MOMENT IS A GIFT 
Our given world, given moment and given situation 

are certainly a gift, a personal gift: 
We have not bought, created, or deserved any of it. 

You yourself are a gift; you didn't make yourself; 
you just find yourself here - a gift. 

The only appropriate response is to thank the Giver. 
You have nothing to give back, 

nothing but yourself, your very life, and so 

YOUR LMNG BECOMES A THANK G1VING 
Thanksgiving - whether occasional or constant - brings joy. 

Even people who have everything, 
unless they are grateful- are not joyful. 

Some people who have little - still are grateful. 

GRATEFULNE I THE KEY T O JOY 
Joy is the happiness that doesn't depend on what happens. 
All world religions agree - Gratitude is at their very heart. 

May this thread of gratitude bind humanity together 
bringing the joy of healing the world's brokenness -

true Thanksgiving in action - our call. 

~\/ 

Dr. Muha~ abash 
General Manager 

masc us, Syria 

<=---

Dr. Hamid Al-Rifai 
President of International Islamic 

Forum for Dialogue 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 

raM~1 ~a.W/ 
'-" Dr. Jamal Badawi 

Halifax, Nova ~ coria 
Canada 

Professor of Law 
Cath lic Universi ty of America 

Washington, DC 

(f~~~~~f 
Bishop Antonio ]. Ledesma, S.J, 

Chairman, CBCP Episcopal 
Commission for InterreligiOUS Dialogue 

Manila, Philippines 

The Reverend Alan Race 
Editor-in-Ch ief, Interreligious Insight 

& World Congress of Faiths 
London, England 

r. Fred Schmidt 
Director of SpirItual Life and Formation 

Southern Methodist University 
Dallas, Texas 

Dominican Monk 
Renowned Assyrioloaist 

Ecole Biblique et Archeologique Franr,:aise 
Jerusalem, Israel 

\X~ arc gratejitl fo r the inspiration of Brother David Steindl-Rcm. 

Mrs. Arunima Sinha 
Hindu Leader 
Columbia, SC 

s:~ 
Episcopal Lay Leader 

Dallas , Texas 

University of Toronto 
Toronto, anada 

IJl r /l: 
T" h; w:ng) 

Representative of H.H. 
The Dalai L31TI<l to the 

Americas 
New York Ciry 
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In Thanksgiving, ( 1 ,0, Ih'-~) 
the globalization of the Spirit 
blesses and heals 

BELFAST, 
IRELAND 
The 60-foot 
''Angel of 
Thanksgiving" 
was recently 
erected in the 
Thanksgiving 
Square in 
Belfast. 

1965 .. 2005 

In 
prayer and thanks 

good things happen. 

1965 Forty years ago the Declara tion of 
Nostra Aetate turned the Catholic Church outward 

to other religions in friendship and dialogue. 

1982 The First Declaration of World Thanksgiving started 
inviting 12 world religious leaders each year to join in 
thanksgiving for the Gift of life - 276 leaders to date. 

1986 World religious leaders were invited to Assisi for 
the "World Day of Prayer for Peace" at the height of the 
Cold War - 37 months later the Berlin Wall fell. 

1995 The Center for World Thanksgiving proposed to 
the United Nations the 2000 International Year of 

Thanksgiving that passed unanimously. In the year 2000 the 
world logo became the spiral of the Chapel of Thanksgiving. 

2005 As peace dawns in Ireland, after decades of conflict, 

and 16 years of striving in Ireland and America, the 
"Angel of Thanksgiving" is just now placed in 

Thanksgiving Square - Belfast (Myrtle Smyth, founder). 

Thanksgiving -
the real globalization of the spirit. 

, VISIT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE FOR THE INSPIRATION OF THANKSGIVING 
Send your ideas and support to: 

- THE THANKS-GIVING FOUNDATION AT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE 
P.O. Box 13770 (at Akard, Pacific and Ervay) Dallas, Texas 75313-1770 
Phone 214-969-1977 Fax 214-754-0152 E-mail: info@thanksgiving.org 

(Checks can be made payable to The Thanks-Giving Foundation.) 
Visit our Web site at www.thanksgiving.org. 



DECLARATION OF WORLD THANKSGIVING 2006 

Thanksgiving Together 
100 year ago, in an inrolerant age in 1907, an inspi red cl rgy invited all fai th 

to celebrat Thanksgiving Day rogeth [at the center of a great continent. 

An overflow crowd showed up comprised of nearly every religiou faith. 
One of th e lergy de lared in his remarks: 

The time has gone when men hate each other 
Because they differ in belief. 

Religion is naught but love because God is love, 
And where God is - there is liberty. 

(sob ring words for today) 

For 50 years thes Thanksgi ing Together gath rings continued. 
Then in 1976, Thanks-Giving Square op ned in Dallas. Less than 25 y ars later, 

th Unit d N ations named 2000 th In ternational Year ofTh< nl giving. 

Thjs year, we '-' lebrat the 25th anniv r ary of the Declaration of World Thanksgiving 
and the 100th anniversary of that special gathering in D allas in 1907 mat started it al l. 

To com memorar the occasion we ar re ognizing 12 eminent pa t signers 
of the Declaration of World ThanJ sgi ing (see below) who rep resent 

th 288 world I ad r who have len t th ir name to Thanksgiving' unifying pOv 1'. 
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25 YEARS OF WORLD THANKGIVINGS 

~ 0 G " e ~(..I<.) 
The globalization of the spirit 

We salute the 288 world religious leaders who have joined thanksgiving's 
globalizing spirit by signing past Declarations of World Thanksgiving. 

They are represented by the 12 eminent signers below. 

The first Declaration of World Thanksgiving was sparked by Franz Cardinal Konig's challenge 
in 1981: "Nations have Thanksgiving Proclamations called by Presidents. 

Why is there no Thanksgiving Proclamation for the world?" In 1982 there was. 

S I IFIt- 11 D/{. 
M. /\. z..~ KI 
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Thanksgiving Together 
Humanity has re-discovered its common language. 

VISIT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE FOR THE INSPIRATION OF T HA KSGIVING 
Send your id as and support to: 

T HE T HA KS-GIVING FO U DAT IO N AT HANKS-GIVING SQ ARE 
PO. Box 13770 (ar Akard, Pacific and Ervay) alias Texas 75313-1 770 

Phone 214-969-1977 Fax 2 14-754-01 52 E-mail: in fo@rhan ksgiving.org 

(Checks can be made payable to TI1e Thanks-G iving Foundarion. ) 
Visir our Web sire ar \vvvw.rhanksgiving.org. 



DECLARAT ON OF WORLD THANKSGIVING - 2007 
WHAT I THE PIRIT OF THANKSGIV G. 

The belief' that there is someone to whom we owe our thanks. 
The universe did not create itself or occur by chance. 

A world wide spirit wel:ls up within us 
telling us clearly that j,ife has come as a gift. 

A ERMOVEME T 
Beneath and beyond the conscious mind. it expresses itself in joy 

rising within us, a gift, not of our own making. 
speaking to us of a great Aftirmative Design, 

and we are given a moment of response. 
Without a spirit of Thanksgiving the meaning and grace of 

the Larger Plan beyond our ordinary life, d ies without remembering 
that "it is He that has made LIS, not we ourselves." 

FORO R EW VE T RE r HUMA HI TOR 
A new world vision of Thanksgiving today can continue to show us anew 

the power of the spirit renewing and raising our human condition, 
aware once more of the gifts, dimensions, and power of the Divine. 

Bishop Athenagoras 
Bishop of Sinope 

Daisy Khan 
Executive Director 

ASMA Society 
New York. NY 

J t) 11 U.J ON] U ~b 7v/ / 

Captain Julius Omukonyi 
Airports Chapla ins Coordinator 

JKI Airport 
Nairobi, Kenya 

Stewart Thomas 
Church & C ivic Leader 

Dallas, Texas 

/6.v-/ltr~ hp.,. i' ;/j'~ '"':} 

Rev. Michael Barry 
Associate Pastor 

St. Mary atholic Church 

Rev Andrea Krasznai 
Acting President 

Int. Assoc of Civil Aviation 
Budapest Hungary 

Tareq Oubrou 
Rector & Imam. AI-Huda Mosque 

Bordeaux, France 

t , 
Dr. Shasi Tiwari 

World Assoc ofYedic Studies, 
New Delhi, India 

Dr. Satish Kapoor 
Director of Historical Studies 

Lyallpur Khalsa College 
lalandhar, India 

n ' 
yc-711/1.~"'---

Ingrid Mattson 
President, Islamic Assoc of 

North America 
Hartford, Connecticut 

ff 
Dharma Master Hsin Tao 

Founder, Museum ol'World Religions 
Taipei, Taiwan 

Rabbi Robert S. Widom 
Temple Emanuel of Great Neck, NY 

(Grateful for the 1969 text of Dr. Louise Cowan) 



THE ACT ON OF LIVING - THE GLUE OF GRATITUDE 

[The Personal 2007 Reflections of Dr. Louise Cowan 
( ;10 7 '6'K~ 

1969 Author of The Spirit a/Thanksgiving] 

How do we put thanksgiving into action? - not just a simple saying "thank you" 

automatically. But it's some kind of trans formi rig power that changes people. And we want 

nothing short of changing our home; we want to transform our world, a thankful society. 

Because a thankful society has a kind of glue that holds it together, a graciousness. 

How do we as emissaries of Thanksgiving put it into action? 

First of all by recognizing that thankfulness is not just a feeling - but an act. We can 

decide that we ought to be thankful, and then by making that admission - we can become 

thankful. Then we realize that everything we have is a gift. 

It's easy to think of the good things as gifts, but when you start thinking of the trouble 

and the sorrow and sufferings as gifts, your life is changed . 

And I speak as someone whose life was changed by thanksgiving - to look at pain and 

disappointment as a gift. And when we do that, we recognize that somebody has us in mind, that 

life is tailored for us. 

Even if we don't like the gift, it was given to us personally by someone. 

And so that alters the way we feel about, say a broken leg. Ifwe can think of it as a gift, 

instead of just an accident, then we are changed by it, and our whole lives are changed. 

And we can go on then and see that all life is a gift. 

Our lives didn't need to have happened, they are pure gift. And that glorifies them, 

makes them a delight and ajoy. 

So we ourselves have to become transformed, no longer thinking of thanksgiving 

as superficial, but that we live and breathe thankfulness - it's possible to do it. This is how we 

put thanksgiving - into the action of living. 

=-=..:::....:..=.:.<==",-..:..:1 =-=a=-=d:.:.e=rs from many countrie and all continent . from high and 10\ po ilion. 
have igned the twenty-five Declarations of World Thanksgiving ince the 1981 cha llenge. 

" an there be a Declaration of World Thanksgh . ng?" 
Thank giving" orldwide is apparently omethillg everyone want to be a part of. 

VISIT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE FOR THE INSPIRATION OF THANKSGIVING 
Send your ideas and support to : 

THE THANKS-GIVING FOUNDATION AT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE 
PO. Box 131770 (at Akard , Pacific , and Ervay) Dallas, Texas 75313-1770 

Phone 214.969.1977 Fax 214.754.0152 E-mail: infor@thanksgiving.org 
(Checks can be made payable to The Thanks-Giving Foundation) 

Visit our Website at www.thanksgiving.org 



DECLARATION OF WORLD THANKSGIVING 2008 

ON CL AR CA L OF GRATIT D 
can wake us up and raise our consciousness 

of the precious opportunities we have been given. 
Enduring wisdom ofthe ages t~aches us to practice Thanksgiving 

to enjoy the ongoing gift of life. 
We can either ignore our raised consciousness 

or suddenly rejoice in it 

DRINKJNG FR M Tl PARKLE OF THE GIVEN MOMENT 
The illusion of entitlement denies 

that we are given everything from birth to death. 
Ego makes it the ego's own invention. 

But if we practice wonderment 
at the priceless gift of each day - that changes life. 

THA KfU NE MY TERIOU Y IV ~ HAPPI E 

Prof. Dr. Muhammad R. Abu Layla 
AI Azhar University 

Cairo, Egypt 

Roshi Joan Halifax 
Zen Center 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Father Seraphim Hipsh 
St. Sava Orthodox Church 

Plano, Texas 

Dr. Merve Kavakci 

Member of Parliament - 1999 
Ankara, Turkey 

Greed, apathy and fear deny life, 
but thankfulness affrrms joy and strength 
and seizes the surprise of each moment. 

His Serene Highness 
Prince Nikolaus von Liechtenstein 

Kenneth J. Palmer 
Lay Leader 

St. Michaels and All Angels 

Hon. Jeanne L. Phillips 
U.S. Ambassador (ret.) 

Mohammad Rasul 
Honored Chapel Charge 
Thanks-Giving Square 

Dr. Mandyam D. Srinath 
Professor of Electrical Engineering 

Southern Methodist University 

~. ;(~l-; . ~/ Pl.. j). 

Rabbi Lance J. Sussman, Ph.D 
Reform Congregation Keneseth Israel 

Elkins, Pennsylvania 

Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran 
Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue 

Vatican 

Rev. Msgr. Donald F. Zimmennan 
Pastor 

Christ the King Catholic Church 

(Grateful to the inspiration of Brother David Steindl-Rast) 



THE WORLD THANKSGIVING DAY EACH YEAR 

CAN BE THE HEARTBEAT OF HUMANITY'S HEALING 

Thanksgivings and Harvests Gain Power Each Year and Always Unite Us 

World scholars gathered at the Center for World Thanksgiving in July 2008 

from great and ancient world cultures to further defme the gratitudes of humanity. 

They found Thanksgiving a great common treasure and powerful harmony. 

They added profound academic expertise to past evidence gathered since 1969 

including major seminars with Harvard I and II, Liechtenstein, and Kyoto 

plus sixteen Thanksgiving Roundtables Discussion seminars [see below]; 

and the United Nations Thanksgiving Home and Culture Study in 40 countries in 

all continents. 

Thanksgivings repeated each year grow in meaning - and are treasured in all cultures­

and our world culture - The World Thanksgiving Day will make possible the new 

"Century of Thanksgiving" that Sir John Templeton envisioned in 1999. 

Sixteen World Thanksgiving Roundtables· Auckland. New Zealand; Bangalore, India; Barcelona; Buenos Aires; Cairo, Egypt; Nanjing; 

Hong Kong; Los Angeles; Oxford; Paris; United Nations; Vatican; Washington, D.C.; Westminster Abbey; SeUy Oaks, England; Vancouver, Canada. 

VISIT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE FOR THE INSPIRATION OF THANKSGIVING 
Send your ideas and support to: 

THE THANKS-GIVING FOUNDATION AT THANKS-GIVING SQUARE 
P. 0, Box 131770 (Pacific at Ervay and Akard) Dallas, Texas 75313-1770 
Phone 214.969.1977 Fax 214.754.0152 E-mail: info@thanksgiving.org 

(Checks can be made payable to The Thanks-Giving Foundation) 
Visit our Web site at www.thanksgiving.org 




