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· ITH 'rUESr~ IMM(,)RL<\.L W'ORDS GUIH, J 1 ',\1' 

',' ':. the essence of interfaith understandi ng i 
" .. dming his first years ip. America. 'll) lh lS 

cherish t.hese \¥ords and share them with the world t 

protollno illumination of the harmony among rdigi, 

attained throt~gh universal oneness. 

W 
The 1883 Parliament of Rdigibns in Chicago Hlal 

of the modern interfaith movemen t, and will be link 

tbe name of the spiritual giant Swami.Vivekanallda. 

diville Master, Sri Ramakrishna, shows l,IS through h 
ing God-realisation that all spiritual paths lead to till 
Supreme. 

One century after SwamI Vivekananda appean.."(1 ~ 
Parliament of Religions, Guru opened the first plc::ua 

nary Parliament of the World's Rdigil;>ns in Chicago, 

1993, with an intensely powerful silent meditation.{ 

the week-long Parliament, Ilttended by 8,000 peopk 

morning meditation and Peace Concert on August 

tNt.oJihj{5i~,:ip~~itji ;n~4ti#:tt~~ iii the first ;lenary ofthe centenary Parliament (lIthe World's Religions. August 28, 1993. 
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't 28, 1993. 

. . ITH TI'IESf IM~(JRTAL, WORDS GURU. CAl~TUIU'.D , 


.. the essence of lIlterfalth understandlllg Hl a talk grven 
w.. 
during hishrst years in America. To. this day disciples 

cherish these words and share them with the wo.Hd to convey Guru's 

profound illumination of the harmony among religions that can be 
attained through universal oneness. 

The 1883 Parliament of Religions in Ch.icago marks the beginning 

of the modern interfaith movement, and wiJl be linked forever with 

the name of the spiritual giant Swami Vivekananda. Vivekananda's 

divine Master, Sri Ramakri~hna, shows us through his all-encompass­

ing God":realisationthat aU spiritual paths lead to, the same Goal 

Supreme. 

One century after Swami Vivebnanda appeared at the tlrst 

Parliamemof Religions, Guru opened the first plenary of the cente­

nary Parliament of the World's Religions in C hi.cago, on August 28, 
..; 

:~1993, with :mintenseiy powerful silent meditation. Guru also graced 

the week-lm1gParliament, attended by 8,000 people, with an early ".: $: 

morning meditation and Peace Concert on August 29. 
:;: . 
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/'IW.:%UJU. Gtuw offers the opening meditation ofthe 
__...... c.mB::lcn'tF.S/),rru:..rj. Summit V. Amo'lg the iJlirituallead­

..:'t£Et1.!n Tnna ran be seen on Guru's left irJ the 

~ 

r 

,\IG1UPAI10N MA."lY YfARS EARl.IER IN 

held by the Temple ofUnd,erstanding, 

:..,.u..............vn founded by Judith Hollister and 
e opening meditation for the 

ce at the United Nations' Dag . 
o..."[ober 24,. 1975. Jt was on tbis occa­

for (he first time. Guru's lase met· 

lett the body also took place in 

CL.ari ty house in the Bronx, New York, 
sh wrote to Guru: 

God, Jor the beautiful work you 

1171<1 .the ,-~qo4 ofso,uls. 1 keep 
0" J'ourcontiTtual sup/JOrt 
us so thdt'tv'e may do God's 

~ ' " 

f11~r glory. '~ 
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Pir Vilaynt Khan garlallds Sri Chimnoy at Columbia Uttiversity, 23 April 1989. 

THE GREAT SUfI MASTER PIR VILAYAT' /NAYAT KHAN, head of the Sufi Order in the West, first met Guru early in_1972, and thirty years 
brer theif deep spiritual 6-iendship still endures.Pir ViJayat has taught the spiritual oneness ot religious, at the core of Sufi wisdom, all 

his life. A pillar of the interfaith movemeht, he alsoarrended Spiritual SummirConference V On the occaSSl01l ofGut u's 70th birth­
day, Pif wrote: 

10 My Beloved Brothel' Sri ct.,inmoy 


Wishing you, from the depth ofm)' heart; a ve7JI Happy Birthd-ay, 

follofjoyfor all that you have meant to so many people aflthesoears. 


And foiL ofinspiration for the dawning ofthe fittuTe opening up into wer-new perspectives; 


Bringing the Divine sacredness amongst people in Jearch ofthemselves, 

so that they may find God in themselves. 

In this ver)! demanding world, our deep friendship has always been an inspiration, 

andhelpedto bring me confidence in pursuing m)' mission. 


In the Diuine Service, ­

In deep soul communion flre1Jer, 
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: AI~~') INl972t Gl) RlJ..or'FEItEr) TliP, OPENINC 

.:,~ ;!~~~~t~~~~~~;:~~~:::;~j~l~~:~~tIJe~:~~:on 
". afth~ Lfliit~dNai:iqhs at the ChufdrCentcr for 

thelfrllted Natiohs.This serV:kcwas an observa­
.•.. ,rionofrl1CNatiPl1irtlay otPraycr proclaimed by 
P~djd~~(;e[~ldFprdd~ j~ly 24. 

~.• , WithGli~~t:'sin5prration1 Sri Chinmoy: 
.,.. : ,. .....•.• 	 N, :ThePdic<; Medit~ti~d at d~e United Narions has 

, ~'. ..... .,.' .., "'. .., ... .'. ..' .'. .'. ... ... . .. .... .... h.eld arJ Inf~rf.1itilf)~a};cr Breakfast each September 
... ~" .':' •,.. ... ... falh~1; L~is..l)bLtn Jfep inpraYf!I> since 1986 to cohlmemorate the opening of dl(~ 

.,. ,.' a.tGl/rugiveg II/e (Jpe11i;lg !1,ei(t: 
~ .... '.' "', rajiol1ai the ConferellCe 01: ' p,~ite~ Nalions General Assembly. This day is 

~r41Religiom;luly 9. 1994. officially proclaimed by the United Nations as the 
.«. 

'.; .. ~ . .• O/i fh~ /ni-right isa greatsai1lt !net'rnational Day of Ihce. Each year the 
.. •-c. ..;. 

" ofinaia IIml closefri.elld of Interfaith Prayer Breakfast is hosted by the 
Gtlf.7~'S, D~ulaJ. P. Vaswani, b b 

-:-:.$.' 

Am assador of aMem er Stare. It draws not only 
... Spiritu41 Head o~the Sadlm

" . 	 'J Uni((~J Nations staff but Ambassadors and mem­
." v.1swani Missioll. to llIJJ01ll Guru 
offered the U 1hant PetlCe A,val·d bers of the delegations who come to pray and 

011 April 5, 1998. 	 meditate fot peal~e. The Ambassador of a large 

Eastt~rn European coulltry said one year, "\X'e 

. ,. 	 need this process ill our country;" Guru presented 

the U Thant P~acc Award to rhe Executive 

Dire<.:tor of UNICEf;, Mr. James Grant, at the 

allnual Illterb,ith Prayer Breakfast on September 

20. 1994. 

Father Luis Dolan, a Catholic priesr who was a 
lifelong peace-dreamer and rird(~ss interfaith serv­

er. \vas Guru's dear friend. Father Dolan invitedAt the Islamic Cnlmrai Cmter 
ofNew York. Gunl is sboum Guru to give the opening meditation at the 

with (/eft to right) Fatha LMis Conference of World Religions held at Queens 

'.' ; ... ... Dolan, Rabbi]Meph . Cl~lIe.ge ({the <=:ity Universiry of Nc\\ York on 
~ " . ··· G"lJJm~, muf ~;nll "IllS­ July9.,199{..Gt~rit9ff;:fed.a musical pertormance 

o "/irfo;hmya illUmwr. oiltheft;lldwiiig day. Father Dolan 0 im'ited.{ 	 '.' '.' .·~tmtber21. 1993. 
' N '. 

Gu·fll roti!{e p;h in aJ~ interfai th sen icc at the 

IslamicClllturalCente~' of New York on 

ep{(~rrihe~2i; ' 1093 fi,( the opening o f the UN 

Gener~I:~'s~elfl~ly: On November 21 . 1996. Guru 

participa~~dA[F~the~ Oo.1al1's request in a small, 
inrimateidt~aaJthprJyersetvke with nited 

T ti611S$t;cret;tcy (';~ne;;i.l Boutros Boutrm-Ghal.i 

;;hartly before liel~f{ office. 
., ' ~~ . 
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Guru 
The Vetl. Dr. K. Pi) 

May23._ 

GUru lifts "The God Squad" 
MOllsignor Thomas Hartmall 

alld Rabbi Marc GeDman. 
May 23~ 2001. 

Guru with 
Monsignor Thomas Hartman . 

and Rabbi Marc Gellman. 
May 23, 2001. 

THE SRJ CHINMOY TENNIS CLASSIC FOR 

Religious and Spiri,tua) Teachers (a 
deliglufuUy innovative tournament for 
inen 55 years old andover) brought 
priests, pastors and rabbis to Aspirarion­
Grollnd for live successive years. It was 
first held on Angust 10, 1987. Lifting 
Up the World Wirh a Oneness-Heart, a 
unique, worldwide and still-continuing 
programme, included an "interfairh lift" 
011 October 30, 1988 in which Guru 
lifted seven spit irua1leaders of different 
faiths. 

One of the Carholic pri~sts lifted on that 
day was Monsignor Thomas Harrman, 
whom G uru had first met in November 
1983 when "Father Tom" interviewed 
Guru on his television show, 
"Outreach:" Farher Tom played tennis 
with Guru many times and participated 
in the first Sri Chinmoy Tennis 
Tournament for Priests on October 28, 
1986 as well as the interfaith tennis 
classic just mentioned. Following a dis­
cussion of the Sri Chinmoy Oneness­
Home Peace Run, Father Tom spoke 
from his heart: 

'''v7hen you are privileged to meet a person 

0/peace, your heart expands, your heart 
warms and you feel good about yourse(f 
and l~fe, · I've met such a person in Sri· 
CMmnoy: It doesn't surpri5't' me that he~ 

. once again caOing us together ftom differ­
ent faiths and comen a/the Ivorld to real­
ize our oneness and need to cooperate, Sri 
Chinmoy, you are a gift fom God. " 

Guru's sweetest and most soulful 

friendship with Fathet Tom has blos­

somed through the years . Sri Chinmoy 

held another "interf:1ith lift" at 

Aspiration-Ground to honor Father 

Torn's birthday on May 23, 2001. Also 

present at the event was Rabbi Marc 

Gellman, Huher 'rom's dose friend and 


. co-host of theif television show "The 
God Squad." After Guru lifted leaders of · 
other faiths, the programmecullliinated 
with Guru lifting Father 10m and Rabbi 
Gellman together - one with each arm! 

GlIru with 111UDfl Dr. 

IIn"ahim Abdul-. 'Jr. 


May 26. I 

Some of the other It· · 
tuaLleaders of differ~ 

religions that Guru : 

lifted at Aspiratiol1­

Ground include 1111 
Dx, Ibrahim Abdul­
Malik, Tnrerf.'lith O· 
of the Imams' COUflL 

New York (May 26. 

2001), the Venerable 
Karunegoda Piyatissa 

Sri Lanka, Abbot of r ~ 

New York Buddhist 

Vilma (October 3{), 
1988 and May 23. 

2001), the Venerable 

AshinSayadaw lndak... 

Head Monk of the 
America-Burma 

Buddhist Association 

(May 26, 2001) and 

Pandit Ram Lall, 
President of the Arya 
Samaj ofNorrh Ame 
At the astonishing 

weighdifi:ing ptograll 

held at York Colleg 

;-.!ovember 27, 1998 
C;uru lifted a group 

zen spiritual Jead 
a standing calf :­



C'TUru gives the opening meditation at the lnterfoith Ce/ebT'lUUln ofCommitmetlt to the WOrk ofthe Unite, 
At the far left are the Very Reverend James MqrtlTn, Serretary-Genet'al Kofi Annan and Mrs 

~::. ;,' .. ..; 

~f~~:\hSI6~:FTN)'~~F~:~1::(~~;):EAAlI6~ ~:~SMADE IT POSSInLE FOR This evem gave birth u, 

__ 

t annual interfajth observance, the 
:;- -:: .'... :::. . .;- .. .;. :: ..;..... ,:.; .' .;. ::;._.;-: '" . ,:: "::: ~ ::. ".:.: .:. ," : 

majestic or "solemn" ill( ... mony. This observance, held in th~ ~:~~~~t~~~ .:d~f:h!n;~~~~~~~~l~i~;:~~p~:~~a~~:(:l:~ju~~I~:~t~~,t:~::s presence of the Secretary. -G •.d of the: United Nations, is called an 

"Imcrfaith Celebration 0 t ro the Work of the United 
Nations. " Held at St. Ban. 

- -

. ",,,,,,,.,.,.h,,.,-

hurch in New York, these sef\1 

have been held on April 2- welcome Secretary-General Ko i~,. , . .'~~~~;~~~~~'iI~ ~~~~£7s:n1~;,,:h' Annan £0 office - and on 16, 1998 and September 16, 19 
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...• ,..•". > p~~jti'ci~ .aMin;'-v'ard'U'''jifersity. September 10, 2000. 
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.... II; r~ciign[tion of his inspiring achievements in many 

'fields, G~ru received an award from Dr. Diana Eck Oil 

September 10, 2000. A stellar authority not only on inter­

faith understanding but. also on the religion and spirituali­

ty of India, she is Professor of Comparative Religion and 
Indian Studies at Harvard University, and Founder and 
D irector ofThe Pluralism Project. The Pluralism Project 
ha~ ' rd:ol·dM the'11ew RelIgious diversity Of ArilHica and 

hdd high the nGed for us to embrace each other with all 

our differences. Diana Eck, a beloved fr iend who has 
~ ~; ; ,'''' ~ '- . : ..:." . 

chiiJned dle cause Of inreif.urh undet:stiulding as her very 
own, is a spiritual seeker to whom Guru declared on that 
memorable ev:en ing, 

~... ....... .... . 


"in you / see God-hunger in measurele"s measure. " 

It was on American soil that G 'UrlI ofrered the U Thanr 

• .Pea.ce A'\r~r(l .to N()bel.Pe'J.ce Llureate His H()1iness the 
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Guru presents the U 111tl7lt Peace Award to the 

J.ery ReverendJames Parks J,IOl·ton. July 31, 2001. 


Guru presented his lllO esr med and dear Bro[her-
Friend the Very Reverend J;un ar 's Monon, one of the 

gre'Jt interfaith leaders of ur om . ,\ ith the U Thant 

Peace Award and lifted Illm ,ead on July 31, 2001. 

Dean Marron, Founder and ·d of the Interfaith 
Center of New York and 0 . of [he Cathedral 

of Sr. John the Divine, ded 

"The quality o.fpeace tha <. 771 ri ChiniJ/O}' is 
extraordinary. Peace is hatJit , .TU pirit which is what 
allowsyou to work and wor!.: . aI/d. at tbe .iame 

time, lifts you, so that work j, rt/~fi. TJ.,,1l pt'((c~ful 

effortlessness iJ' the essence of. . al 6; . The real pellce of 
this wonderful man, Sri Chi . . both sides - very 

hard work and this ejJimleSil,' 01 all/belmed bJI this. " 

The very word "interfaith Ij mldy significant and 

precious, as it embodies bom ~1J,,"1IL'.·~ and faith. Guru's 

path of oneness accept$, hono identifies itself with 

individuals of aU religions J 
selves. As Guru so powerfi.t ll~ 
Religion, written on the eve 0 ­
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