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In 19 J"' . there was no international organisarion for 
sCltlemcnt there was war. 

In 1939, the hope for rhe League of Nations was smashed 
by yet another world war. 

In 1945 , rhe emergence of the Unired Nations provided rhe 
worle! wirh a means of international development. 

'The League of Nations did not fail because of its principIes 
and conceptions . It failed because these principIes were deserted 
by those States which had brought it into being . .. This disaster 
must not be repeated. - Winston ChUTChill, 1946 

Ir is wirh this responsibility 1Il mind rhat now, with the 
opening of the 30th Session of the Unired Nations General 
Assembly , we meet to reaffirm those aims and goals of the United 
Nations - those principies by which we can guide ourselves ro "The 
Quintcssence ofDivinity in Humanity: Interna tional Cooperation 
for Peace. " 

CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
determined to save succeeding generations from the scourge of 
war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to 
mankind, and to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in 
the dignity afld worth of the human person, in the equal rights 
of men and women and of nations large and small, and to 
establish conditions under which justice and respect for the 
obligations arising from treaties and other sources of inter
national law can be maintained, and to promote social progress 
and better standards of life in larger freedom, 

and for these ends 
to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another 
as good neighbours, and 
to unite our strength to maintain intemational peace and 
security, and 
to ensure, by the acceptance of principIes and the institution of 
methods, that armed force shall not be used, save in the common 
interest, and 
to employ international machinery for the promotion of the 
economic and social advancement of all peoples, 

have resolved to combine our efforts 
to accomplish these aims 

Accordingly, our respective Governments, through representa
tives assembled in the dty of San Francisco, who have exhibited 
their full powers found to be in good and due form, have agreed 
to the present Charter of the United Nations and do hereby 
establisn an international organisation to be known as the United 
Nations. 



INTRODUCTION 

In observanee of that invitatz'on to sz'lent prayer and medz'tatz'on 
whieh follows ea eh Opening of the United Nations General 
Assembly, we requested the Dz'reetor of the United Nations 
Meditatz'on Group, Srz' Chz'nmoy, to lead us in offering our 
eommemorative eeremony to the sueeess of the United Natz'ons 
and the progress of humanity. 

* * * 

PROGRAMME 

Opening of Silent Meditation and Song by Sri Chinmoy, 
Dz'reetor, United Natz'ons Meditatz'on Group 

THE GOLDEN FLUTE 

A sea of peace and joy and light 
Beyond my reach I know. 

In me the storm-tossed weeping night 
Finds room to rage and flow. 

I cry aloud, but all in vain-
1 helpless, the earth unkindl 

What soul of might can share my pain? 
Death-dart alone I find. 

A raft am 1 on the sea of Time, 
My oars are washed away. 

How can I hope to reach the Clime 
Of God's eternal Day? 

But harkl I hear Thy golden Flute, 
Its notes bring the Summit down. 

Now safe am 1, O Absolutel 
Gone deathl gone night's stark frownl 

- Song by Sri Chz'nmoy 



EXCERPTS FROM THE PRAYERFUL CONTRIBUTIONS BY 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS 

NORMA LEVITT 
Co -Chairperson, World Unionfor 

Progressz've Judaúm 

" . .. In these days of contem
plation , we render an account of 
our lives and actions before the 
Supreme Judge. We yearn for sus
tained hope, unyielding faith and 
spiritual regeneration, as we look 
not only inward at ourselves, but 
also outward at the world in which 
we live . 

We pray that all nations and all 
peoples shall strive together, shall 
sacrifice if necessary, for a world 
community of justice, develop
ment, harmony and peace ... . " 

Amen 

REVEREND JIH TSANG 
Assistant A bbot, TemPle of 

Enlightenment 

" . . . Buddha , the Enlightened, in 
His Light , let us spread and plant 
the seeds of ,?armony, happiness 
and peace .. . . 



MUDDASSIR AL! SHAMSEE 
Leader} Muslim Prayer Group} 

United Nations 

" . .. 1 believe in what God has 
revealed in aH the scriptures . . . 
that mankind can unite best in 
faith in one Creator, one Master, 
God Almi~hty; that there must be 
justice, wlthout which no pea ce 
can be created or can be lost; that 
there must be respect for others 
and tolerance; that there must 
always be the hope that in spite of 
differences, eventuaHy mankind 
will unite . . . Competition is rec
ognised but not in making others 
subservient, ... but in doing good to 
others and being virtuous. 

" . . . 1 thank God for aH the 
goods things that He has given to 
mankind, may He give us the 
wisdom and breadth of heart that 
these we may share . .. . " 

REVEREND DR. DAN POTTER 
Executive Director} Council of 

Churches} City of New York 

"Almighty and gracious God, 
... We pause humbly at the cele
bration of the 30th Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly, 
to acknowledge Y ou as the Source 
of all creation, all that we are, aH 
that we have, and especiaHy today 
to acknowIedge You as the Source 
of the inspiration that brought 
forth the United Nations Charter. 
We thank Y ou and praise Y ou for 
the high and lofty principIes that 
have brought the differing nations 
of the worId together. .. Bless, we 
pray Y ou, every nation in the 
United N ations, the delega tes and 
their famiIies from aH over the 
world, the staff and the volun
teers, the leaders and the helpers, 
the powerfuI and the weak, the 
great and the smaI!. .. . " 

Amen 



Guest speakers on the topic "The Quz'ntessence of Divinz'ty z'n 
Humanz"ty: Intematz"onal Cooperatz'on for Peace. " 

-EXCERPTS 

MR. DAVID S. BURGESS 
Senior Offz"cer} Unz"ted Natz'ons Chz"ldren !s Intematz"onal Fund 

" . .. For those of us participating in the Seventh Special Session of 
the United Nations, those of you who will participate in the 30th 
Session of the General Assembly, for those of us who work in the 
Secretariat and in various agencies of the United Natiolls, key 
words of the past few years have taken on new meaning- détente} 
pollutz'on} natz"onal z'dentz"ty} determznatz'on} apartheid} multz'
natz"onal corporations} hunger} disaster} human rzghts} lz'beratz'on} 
z'mperialism} confrontation-

Those of us working in this great metal structure on the East 
River, . .. we who are emersed in papers, in our duties, in making 
speeches ... we feel lost. We feel lost because these words confront 
the ultimate questions of life on earth, the quality of life, the very 
fragile future of humanity itself .... 

Unless we consider our ways, there is no future for any óf USo We 
need the sharing of knowledge, the exploration for new sources of 
energy, a willingness to consider limits to the high standards of 
living so that others. may have ... a decent future. Whether we are 
nations that deal with the secular fate, or nations of the church 
state, it matters noto The ultima te questions are before us 
aH ... Those nations who are powerful today may be lost kingdoms 
of tomorrow, unless we recognise our human interdependence . . . 
unless we consider our ways. 

The greatness of the United Nations is that we, in our human 
and failing ways, are attempting to deal with the ultimate 
questions of survival. .. the fi!lal Armageddon . 

. .. There is hope, there is hope no matter from which nation we 
come, but only if we come to realise our interdependence , our 
mutual closeness ... our rights to the basic principIes of distributive 
justice .. . . " 



MR. DONALD KEYS 
United Nations Representatz"ve of the World Associatz"on of World 

Federalúts 

"Mankind is on. the vers-e of taking its ?-ext big st~p ... a step ~n 
awareness, a step m consClOusness, a step m perspectlVe, a step m 
relationships. 

There was a time when mankind thought the world was flato 
There was a time when mankind felt the earth was the centre 

of the solar system. 
There was a time when man believed that the clan was the 

ultimate social organisation. 
There was a time when the problems of the city·state were the 

ultimate in social organisation. 
We have been living in a time when man has regarded as the 

ultimate social institution, the nation-state. That time is now 
rapidly passing, and we are in the throes of a new Copernican 
revolution in which man will come to regard, naturally and 
normally, that the planet is the basis of socIal organisation and 
inter-relationship ... This is the new pragmatic reality. 

In the Sixth Special Session, that reality was glimpsed close up 
from the framework of confrontation. In the Seventh Special 
Session that reality began to emerge as conjluence, cooperation 
and convergence. The road from here to there, the road to the 
unification of the human species, will be a long road. But the 30th 
Assembly Session of the United Nations will, without doubt, see a 
substantial acceleration in that convergent process. Nations will 
find a new relationshif in a common organism ... that organism will 
be the united body o mankind ... And it is the spirit of the United 
Nations which stands for that unification process ... that will make 
possible what men have so long desired. 

We are part witnesses, part authors, part participants, part 
instruments in this process. We ho~e that we may play those parts 
with increased understanding and mcreased effectiveness." 



Message from Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim-written for the 
occasion of the General Assembly Commemoration Programme 
presented by the International Cooperation lor Peace Committee-
12 September 1975 . 

At the begz'nm'ng of the 30th Sessz'on of the General Assembly, 
we are gz'ven the opportunity to look back upon the acMeve
ments of the world Orgamzatz'on over the past tMrty years. In 
spite of many difficultz"es and some dúappoz'ntments, we have 
created a um'que human z'nstitution, wMch ú now approachzng 
full um'versalz"ty of membershzp, and wMch has proved capable 
of change as well as of expansiono Today, z"t ú more relevant 
than it has ever been to the challenges and opportunz"ties of the 
world. 

The potentz'alz"ty of the United Natz'ons ú immense. What ú 
requz'red ú a renewal of our common faz"th and determz'natz'on 
that the advances of the past thz'rty years wz"ll be mazntained and 
that we wzU, together, meet the challenges of our tz·mes. In thú 
vital work, 1 ask for your support, encouragement and 
assistance. 

But thú occasion also provz'des us with the opportunz"ty of 
look¡'ng forward. We know that mankz'nd faces many grave and 
comPlex problems. The úsues of peace and war, of Plenty and 
of poverty, ofjustice and znjustzce, stzU confront us and must be 
resolved. 



United Nations Meditation Group singing "O Unüed Nations" 

"O United N ations" - Song in dedication to the United Nations 

O United Nations, O U.N. 
You are the world-body 
Crying for the world-soul. 
And you are the earth-life 
Longing for oneness-goal. 

In the heart of your glowing dream, 
Big brothers and brothers small 
Shall smile, sing and dance-
O Vision-Perfection in all. 

- Srz· Chz·nmoy 



EXCERPTS FROM 

Choral readings from the writings of the Secretary
Generals of the United Nations- Trygve Lie} 
DagHammarskjold} U Thant} Kurt Waldheim. 

" ... The one common undertaking and universal 
instrument of the great majority of the human 
race is the United Nations. A patient, construc
tive, long-term use of its potentialities can bring a 
real and se cure pea ce to the world .... " 

- TrygveLie 

" ... But cornrnon to us all, and aboye all other 
convictions stands the truth, once expressed by a 
Swedish poet when he said that the greatest 
prayer of man does not ask for victory but for 
peace." 

- Dag Hammarskjold 

" ... To practice tolerance and live together in 
peace with one another as good neighbours is in 
conformity with the teachings of all great 
religions ... This is the language of the Charter ... " 

- U Thant 

.... . There have been sorne very remarkable 
changes in the world ... which have demonstrated 
the fact of our total interdependence on this 
planet. No doubt we are only in the first stages of 
meeting an enormous challenge. Nonetheless, 
there is a new spirit and a new determination to 
face collectively the global problems .... " 

- K urt Waldheim 



In conclusion . . . 

Silent rededication to the highest goals of the United Nations 

11111 

Religz'ous representatz'ves and guest speakers joz'nz'ng z'n 
sz"lent rededz·catz·on. 

We would lz"ke to express our gratz'tude to the repr~sentatz'ves Oi 
the varz'ous mzSsz'ons of the UnÜed Natz'ons who partz"dpated z'n 
our programme. These z'ndz'vz'duals- búng dz'rectly responsz'ble 
for the delz'berations Of the comz'ng Assembly- enhanced our 
meetz'ng with thúr very presence. 



The International Cooperation for Peace Committee is a non
formal organisation dedicated to the processes of reflection and 
cooperative action for world peace. Members include staff and 
representatives of the Secretariat, Missions and Non-Governmental 
Organisations of the United Nations . 

Co-sponsored by the Unz'ted Nations Meditation Group 

WE BELlEVE 

... and we hold that each man has the potentiality of 
reaching the Ultimate Truth. We also believe that man 
cannot and will not remain imperfect forever. Each 
man is an instrument of God. When the hour strikes, 
each individual soul listens to the inner dictates of 
God. When man listens to God, his imperfections are 
tumed into perfections, his ignorance into know
ledge, his searching mind into revealing light and his 
uncertain reality into all-fulfilling Divinity. 


