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DEDICATIO

This brochure offe rs a brief look at the vario us
ac tiv ities of the Un ite d a tions ed ita tion Group
during the calen dar yea r 1977, as excerpted fro m
the Group's m o nth ly bulle tin , 1editation at the
United Nations.

We. th e me mbers of th e , ed ita tio n Gro p ,
humbl y dedicate these ac tiv it ies to our dear
Secreta ry-G e eral fo r hi ext ra o d i ary and n
tirin serv ice to th e U ited Natio and to th e
whole world.
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U Thant: Divinity's Smile and Humanity's Cry
A program me of music and speech in tribute to the late Secretary-General U Thant took place 21

Janua ry in th e ECOSOC Chamber, the day befo re what w ould have been his 68th birthday.
U Th ant 's dau ghter, Mrs . Aye Aye Myint-U, and her family were presen t as Ambassador Rossides

of Cy prus, Ambassador Vinci of Italy and Director and Deputy Under-Secretary-General for Int er
Agency Affairs Dr. Rob ert Muller spoke movingly about the ex-Secretary- Ge neral . Sri Chinm oy ,
Direct or of the Unit ed Nations Medita tion Group , presented Dr. and Mrs. Myint-U with copies of his
newly published book, U Thant : Divinity's Smile and Humanity's Cry, which contains comments and
essays abo ut U Thant by United Nations and other international figu res. The book is available in the
U.N . Booksh op. News of th e programme for U Thant was broadcast in Burma the following day.

Excerpts fro m the speeches follow.

H. E. Mr. Zen on Ro ssides . Permanent Repre
sentative of Cyprus : U Thant is a luminous ideal
that moved am on g us as a human figure. His
thoughts and actions had a transcenden tal
quality . Because he was eminently a man of the
spirit in the in tegrity of his mind, he transcend ed
the adversities and limitations of the intellect.

Through his intrinsic dedication to the univer
sality of man and his inspired leadership, he saved
the United Nations and the world at the most
cri tical junctures.

H. E. M r. Piero Vinci , Permanent Representative
of Ital y : I think the best way we can pay tribute to U
Thant is by keeping alive his highly spi ritual
message. For me , the message is one that called
for a radical change in our political thinking as
well as in our moral approach to life and to the
problems that we all face today.
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Dr. Robert M uller : I intended to speak about U
Thant's influence on my persona l life, but when I
saw the beautiful title of this ceremony, which is
also th e titl e of Sri Chinrnoy's new book, U
T hant : Divi nity 's Smile and Hum anity 's Cry, I felt
th at I should direct my th oughts to this theme.

U Thant was a grea t man because he was able
to distill from the immense complexity of the sur
rounding world and from his observation of life, a
few basic, deeply felt principles. These were
always the same : that every human being had
phy sical, men ta l, moral and spiritual qualities and
needs . He established a hierarchy among these, as
if the whole evolution of mankind was directed to
the achievement of the highest level, namely the
spiri tual level. This inspired his entire work.

Sri Chinmoy tha nks Dr. and Mrs . Myint-U for
their gift to him of a colo ur photograph of U
Th ant ,



President
Participation In

Carter's Inaugural Ceremonies
At the invitation of the President Carter / Vice-President Mondale Inaugural Comm itt ee, the M edi

tation Group ushered at the Inauguration Day early m orning prayer serv ice held on 20 January
1977 at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington , D .C. The Group gathered at 6 :30 a.m . in the sub-freez
ing temperature to pass out programmes , seat people and generally hel p out, for a crowd which grew
to 5,000 .

Th e 8 :00 a.m. serv ice was led by the Rev . Bruce Edwards of th e Plains Baptist Church, assisted by
Dr. Martin Luther King , Sr . , w hile Ruth Carter St apleton, sister of the President, read from th e
scriptures.

Following is a letter of appreciation from the Inaugural Co m mittee for the M editation Group 's
assistance.

Ja nua r y 1 3 , 1977

Mr . Sri Chinmoy . nr recece
Uni t ed Nat ions Me d itatio n Group
Room A-SI S , United Na t ions
New York , New York 10 01 7

Dea r Mr . Chi nmoy:

On be ha lf of Pr esi dent-e lec t Ca r t er , we wish t o d e e p ly
t ha nk y ou f or t he ass istanc e t hat t h e Uni ted Nations Medita t i o n
Group will prov ide a t t he I nau g ur al Day Linco ln Memori a l Prayer
Se rv i ce and thr o ug hout I nau gural Day . Our p l a nne d progr am o f
f r e e conc e r t s , d ance s , poe t ry readings , p lays and othe r e nter 
t a inme n t r e flec t s Pr e s i de nt - e l e c t Ca r ter I s s t ro ng de s i r e t o
mak e this a true "Peop l e I s I na ug ur al" .

We are part icularily i mpr esse d by the d ed i ca t i on an d
co-operative sp i rit of y our members, who are outst and ing
e x amp l e s of the phi loso phy o f b ro th erhoo d a nd g ood wi ll wh i c h
yo u see k t o i mple me nt a t t he Uni ted Na t ions.

Than k yo u ag a in for your generosity and publ ic s pir i t .
You re p re s ent America ' s idea lism and spi r itual v a lues at their
bes t . Yo ur c o ntribution i s de epl y apprecia ted .
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Announcement of Geneva Meditation Group
At a meeting of th e United Nat ions Medita tion

Group on 8 February 1977, Sri Chinmoy
ann ounced: Several day s ago, a branch of our
Medit a tion Group was established in Geneva.
O ur Elizabeth Ad dison was there for a conference.
With the help of And reas Beyer, she has offici a lly
formed a Meditat ion Group at the United Nations
in Geneva , so this is a very encou rag ing and illu
min ing achievement.

In telling abo ut the Geneva group , Ms . Addison
said : The group meditates every Tuesday at
12: 30 p. m . wi th about twenty members. The
people there were rea lly glad to have something
like this, an d they are especially in terested in
having a theme for each meditation pertaining to
things tha t the United Nations is doing and
various conferences tha t it is holding .

A Visit to the United Nations Gift .Center
On 11 February 1977 Sri Chin moy v isited the United N ations Gi ft Center, m anaged by Ms. June

Henneberger, a member of tile United Na tions Meditation Gro up. Sri Chin moy m editated w ith the
staff of the shop before their workin g day began and th en gav e a sho rt talk .

An exce rpt from his talk fo llows.

U.N . Gift Center staff listen to Sri Chinmoy
du ring his talk in their shop.

Sri Chinmoy : Every day people come to thi s
sho p fro m var ious parts of the worl d . They come
here to identify themse lves with the large, larger
and largest wo rld. Let me give you an example. I
come from a tiny, obscure village in Bengal. India.
If I buy something from this place and take it
back to my little home and sho w it to my friends,
immedia tely a new world dawns before them-a
world of vastness, a world of on eness, a wo rld of
sati sfaction. The tiniest possible world is my vil
lage, Shakpura, in Bengal, Indi a. The tiniest world
com es in to this shop and gets a gift which co mes
from an other part of the world . Perh aps that part
of the world where the gift was ma de may also be
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a small village. But my coming to this shop fro m
one tiny place an d your offering this gift from
another tiny place makes a hap py un ion between
the two places .

We come to the United Nations to be un ited
and to serve humanity with on e heart, wi th one
soul and with one body. In this wa y the little,
litt le wo rlds become one with the big worl d, and
again , the big world gives to the lit tle worlds wha t
it has and what it is.

* * *

The inner vision of the United Nations is the
gift supr eme. This vision the wo rld can deny for
ten , twenty , thirty, forty, one hundred years. But
a day will dawn wh en the vision of the United
Nations will save the world. And when the rea lity
of the United Nations starts bearing fruit , then the
breath of Immortality will be a living reality on
earth.



A Welcome to Dr. Robert Muller
On 7 January 1977 Sri Chinmoy welcomed Dr. Robert Mu ller, Director and Deputy to th e Under

Secre tary-General fo r Inter-Agency Affairs and Coordination , as a member of the Unit ed Nations
Meditation Group family. At that time Sri Chinmoy presented him with a copy of a tribute to U Thant
that Dr. Muller had w ritt en, which the Meditation Group had printed as a special sup plement to its
Bulletin .

Sr i Chin m oy : Dearest Robert Muller, dearest
brother , on behalf of the Meditation Group, I
wish to welcome yo u to our small, soulful Group
with our hea rt s' deepest love , joy, pride and
gra titude. We sincerely feel that your very
presence has considerably enhanced our journey
here to the ultimate goal, which is one world
family an d a oneness-world. To have you as a
member of our Meditation Group is to have
someone whos e love of Tru th , whose concern not
only for the United Nations but for the entire
humanity , can help us, guide us and illum ine our
sea rch for the ulti mate Truth . This ultimate Truth
we really need here a t the United Nations to
found a world-family tha t will gr ow and glow .

Dr. Robert Muller : Thank you . I attended two
of your ceremonies, and I felt for thwith that your
approach to the United Na tio ns was the same as
min e. He nce , I decided to become a member of
your group. It is very importa nt that people
everywhere , especially pu blic servants, be in
spired not only by their skill s , knowledge , educa
tion , expectations and ambitions, but also by the
cer tainty that whatever they do must be for the

Sri Chin moy welcomes Dr . Robert Muller as a
m ember of the United Nations M editation Group.

good of the human famil y. A person gives his best
only if beyond ta lent and in telligence he also
offe rs his heart. This is how I have always
approached public service and my place in it .

I entered the Uni ted Nation s as a young man
with an ideal. Since then that ideal ha s grown.
Today it is more than an ideal : it is a religion. It
is a daily religio n to try to do good for my fellow
brothers and sisters and for our beautiful planet
Ear th . We must care for them and love them very
much , for they are such incredible m iracles in the
universe.

Presentation of Mazzone's Sculpture

On 18 February 1977 Dr. Robert Mu ller pre
sented Sri Chinmoy with a bust of U Thant by
scu lpto r Domenico Mazzo ne. Dr. Muller had
com m issioned Mr. Mazzone to do this special
scupiure in honour of Sri Chinmov 's recent pro
gram me in tribute to U Thant and the publication
of his book, U Thant : Divinity 's Smile and Hu
manity's Cry . Scul pt or Ma zzon e w as also prese nt
at the ceremony .

Dr. Robert Muller and th e scu lptor Dome/lie
Ma zzone present a bust of U Thant to Sri Chinm
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A Meeting with the Secretary-General
On 7 March 1977 Sri Chinmou met privately with Secretary-General Waldheim to present him with

a copy of his book, U Thant: Divinity's Smile and Humanity's Cry. Following is Sri Chinmoy's
account of their most significant meeting, which lasted from 9: 49 a.m. to 10: 05 a. m.

As soon as I entered into his office, the Secre
tary-General came to the door. With a smiling
face and a warm heart he said, "Good morning."

I said to him also, "Good morning." Then we
shook hands and, for a few seconds, both of us
remained in a contemplative mood. Then he sig
naled me to sit down. He also sat. He was in a
very deep and, at the same time, benevolent
mood. I offered the book to him and he looked at
the cover and said, "Ah. here is my dear friend,
my humane friend. I had the greatest admiration
for him. In simple and genuine modesty he sur
passed us all. Nobody knew how he sacrificed his
life to bring about world peace, world under
standing, practically to the end of his life. He car
ried a tremendous load on his shoulders. He suf
fered and suffered for humanity. His vision was
so clear and, at the same time, so broad ."

At this point I turned to page thirteen where his
own comment on U Thant was. He read the
whole page very carefully , completely absorbed,
and then said, "He was really great. I talked to
him many, many times while I was serving my
country as Ambassador. He inspired me in so
many ways. His heart never wanted to compro
mise to the wrong and destructive forces of the
world. Slowly and steadily he did everything. His
great responsibilities at the United Nations did
affect his health. His death was a tragic end. We
all dearly miss him. His steady vision for the
world community is still inspiring us. I personally
am extremely, extremely grateful to him."

Then I said to him, "As you know, everything
has a divine sanction. We are extremely grateful
to God, for He has given us you to steer the Boat
of the United Nations so devotedly, speedily, sur
prisingly and successfully. I always see you as
God's lightning speed. Today you are here, to
morrow there and the day after tomorrow else
where. Your penetrating vision not only enters
into the world problems, but also solves the
problems of the world most miraculously. In you
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I always see a divinely inspired miracle-man. You
see, you touch and you cure the suffering heart of
humanity."

Then he said to me, "I am so sincerely grateful
to you for your encouraging words . This world
needs only one thing: cooperation. U Thant gave
his all to bring about world cooperation. I am
trying to do the ame with all my heart's concern
and love for humanity. You are also doing the
same with your prayer and meditation at the
United ation . I am sincerely grateful to you, for
you are offering your depth and vision to the
United ations through the Meditation Group."

Secretary-General Waldheim and Sri Chinmoy.

Then I told him , "Every day I pray for you, for
your success ; I pray that the world will accept
your most illumining light. On Tuesday and
Friday , in the special meditations we hold here at
the United ations, I regularly offer my gratitude
heart to your world-illumining soul. I have started
writing a book about you and I do hope to be
able to complete it in a month or two. And I hope



to be able to offer it to you the way I am offerin g
you this book on U Thant ."

He said , "You kn ow, in the coming few months
I shall be extremel y busy, but I am sure I will be
abl e to set asid e some time for you as I have do ne
today ."

I said , "I know . I know how extremely busy
you are with the world p roblems . My mind
knows it and my heart feels it. It is yo ur heart's
magna nimity tha t ha s grant ed me this rare oppor
tun ity to offer you this book ."

T hen he said , "O h no, I am extremely happy to
see you and to have you here with me. It is very
nice an d kind of you to write something ab out
me . By the way , please be in touch wi th Mr.
Rohan . He will be able to assist you, if you need
any specia l information about me. Again , I wis h
to sa y it was extremely though tful of you to pre
sent to me my best friend . I miss him ; we all miss
him. Indeed , he was our true fr iend ."

A t this time he stood up an d I stoo d up. I
folded my hands an d his eyes were ext remely
soulful. Then I sh ook hands with him. He came to
the door and , placing his left hand on my right
shoulder and holding my right hand , he said to
me, "Please tell the mem bers of your Medita tion
Group that I am send ing them my greetings. "

I sa id to him, "I sha ll do that. I am offering you
on behalf of our Meditation Group ou r heart's
deepest gra titu de."

* * *

The League of Nations was a dream-seed .
The United Nations is a reality- plan t.
The aspi ring and serving life of man's unive rsal

oneness will be the eternity -tree .
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The following question and answer is taken
fro m The Inner Vis ion: Love of God, The O uter
Missio n: Service of Humanity, a series of
quest ion s asked of Sri Chinmoy by Mr. David
Rowe of the United States Mi ssion :

Mr . David Rowe, Pol itical A dv isor, United
States Mis sion : Cooperation of all nations is an
ancient dream. Assuming we are building on the
past , how can we assess the outlook now?

Sri Chinmoy : The ancient dream of coopera
tion is not a human dream which ha s very little to
do with rea lity . The ancient dream , to be precise,
is not a dream at all bu t a faultless and divine
vision- an un horizoned vision-which is slowly ,
steadily and unerringly sha ping the individual and
collective destiny in humanity's march towards
the supreme goa l of unive rsal oneness and tran
scendental newness . The world is evolvi ng an d
pro gre ssing an d reaching a higher standard of life .
It is not moving in a ho rizontal way , but in a
spiral. Therefore , at times thi s pro gress is no t im
mediatel y noticeable . At times it confuses and
baffles ou r human mind. But on the strength of
our inner oneness with the world situ a tion and
world evolution, we see unm istakably the worl d 's
slow and steady progress .. ..

The ancien t dream , nay , the ancient vision , will
always remain a new and progressive vis ion, for
cre a tion itself is an ever-tra nscending reali ty . We
shall have to open our hea rt's do or and our
mind's windows in orde r to see fro m the body
room the light tha t illumines and fulf ils the world
around us . Then on ly we sha ll disco ver continual
progress in humanity 's march along Eternity's
road to Infinity's Satisfaction-Goal.



Receptions for
and International

U.N. Officials
Women's Day

The United Nations Me ditation Gro up sponsored several banqu ets early in the y ear for United
Nations delegates and staff members. Mrs. Aye Aye Myint-U, daughter of the late Secretary-General U
Thant , and her husband, Dr. Tin Myint-U, were among th e guests of ho nour at on e of these dinners,
held at Annam Brahma Restaurant in Queens on 8 February. A num ber of officials from the va rious
departments and organisations of the U.N. and members of the Women 's Guild also attended. Sri
Chinmoy served the guests th eir food personally . The programme included a premier perform ance of
several new songs by Sri Chinmoy dedicated to the United ations, a sh ort play and instrumental
performances.

In con tinuation of the Int ernational W omen's Day activ ities on 8 March, w omen delegates w ere
guests of honou r of the U.N. Meditation Group at a dinner with entertainment also heid at Annam
Brahma Resta urant.

BBC Interview
On 11 March 1977, BBC's United Nations correspon dent Mr. Brian Sax un inten iewed Sri Chinmoy

about spirituality at the United Nations fo r a European radio broadcast. l r. Saxton also req uested a
tape of songs Sri Chinmoy has composed for the United Na tio ns and included "0 United Nations" in
the broadcast. The songs were sung by members of the United Nations editation Group . An excerpt
from the interview follows.

Mr. Saxton: The Un ited Nations is, of course, a
very political place. Does polit ics ev er enter int o
your work?

Sri Chinmoy: Politics, as such, does not enter
in to our work. But we feel that politics can be
illumined an d raised to a ve ry , very high sta te of
consciousness so that hu manity can be trans
formed, illu mined and fulfill ed. We pray and
meditate to purify our mind. O nce ou r mi nd is
purified and illumined, then this mind of
ours-which creates so many problems for us,
which constantly creates confusion, doub t,
worries and anxieties-will become a perfect
instrument for us to use to have a better world,
or, we can say, to bring to the fore a new face of
the world. We do not use politics as such, but we
try to bring into politics the light an d the bliss
that we get from our prayer and meditation .
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M r. Sax ton : You en io ed a few mo ments
ago tha t certa in dele a e a tend your meetings.
Do yo u think diploma s gain anything special tha t
is particularly useful to heir own work?

Sri Ch inmoy : I do hope that they get peace of
mind . It seems to me ·ha all human beings have
every thing save and ( cept peace of mind . The
del egates are dealing -ith the world problems, so
wha t they need fir and foremost. as far as I can
see, is peace of i d . 'hen they come and pray
with us , and beco e one with us, they do feel
peace of mind. And then, wh en they go back to
their respective 0 fices. they can solve the problems
that they have been Facing with ne w light, new in
spiration. new aspiration and ew illu mination .



Seventh Anniversary
of the

United Nations Meditation Group
O n 14 A pril 1977, the United Na tions M editatio n Group celebrated its sev enth anniv ersary of serv ice

to the U.N. Comm unity in the Chapel of the Church Centre for the United Nations . The programme
included speakers, choral readings, a chamber gro up and the singing of twenty songs dedicated to the
U.N. by Sri Chinmoy, w ho has been Director of the Group since its founding in 1970. A brief excerpt
from the transcript of the ceremony foll ows .

Dr. Ro bert M uller : We are celebrat ing today
the seventh anniversa ry of the United Nations
Medi tat ion Group and Sri Ch inmoy's thirteenth
year in the Wes t. I ha ve known you only for the
pa st few mon ths, but may I say to yo u briefly
what I hav e learned from vour Group and from
your person.

I have learne d firs t tha t you are giving to many
of the United ations staff a life dimension which
goes well beyond their daily work, namely a
spiritual dimension, an in ternal dimension . You
are making them better people, deeper people ,
an d by doing this you are giving them ha ppi ness .

Members of the U.N . Medi tation Group I know
are generally profoundly happy peop le and this is
due to a large extent to yo ur teachin gs.

Secon dly , I have learned that , thanks to your
efforts, several thousand people aro und the wo rld
bet ter understand the United Na tions. The U.N . is
a littl e bud of hope in the long evolution of man
kind, a bud that must be car ed for , tha t must be
loved an d encour aged , tha t must be he lped so that
we may win once an d for all the batt le of peace
against war, the battle of justice against in justice,
the battle of kindness against violence. This is a
pr od igious task for the United ations and it
do esn't ha ve many friends to perform it. But
thanks to you, in ma ny places of the world the
true image of the Uni ted Nations is kno wn, n t
solely the image of tu rmo il and conflict , but the
luminous vision and dr eam of a good earth
inh ab ited by good peo ple . This is the deeper
huma n story which goes on with the United
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Nation s, this time on a world scale. You have per
ceived it very profoundly and you have bee n ab le
to convey this momentous fact to your follower
in faraway countries .

M r. Kwadwo Ojosu-Benejo (to Sri Chinmoyl
We are gra teful to you that when the clarion cal
sounded and yo u were invited to come to the
United Nations and offer spiritual food t
members of the United Nations community , yo
accepted the cha llenge . You did not shirk your
responsibility , even though you knew that i
these tro ubled da ys many peo ple are skeptica
about the power of religion to bring about peace
and the mere mention of spiritual development 0

peop le meets wi th derision in many quarters. Th
Un ited Nations Meditation Group is no
flowering.




