The United Nations SRC Society of Writers
Invites you to a discussion on

The Vision of Thomas Jefferson

Two admirers of Thomas Jefferson discuss the
enduring power of his vision in today’s world:

Mr. Eric S. Petersen, Editor of the recently
published book of Jefferson’s writings:
Light and Liberty: Reflections on the Pursuit of Happiness

Mr. Willard Sterne Randall, Pulitzer Prize Nominee, renowned
historian and author of Thomas Jefferson, A Life

Friday, 29 October 2004, 7-9 PM
Conference Room 4, United Nations, New York

For information:
B. Weisbrot, 212-457-1705
C.V. Claxton, 212-963-3954
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Welcome
Catherine Vijaya Claxton

Opening Statement
Eric S. Petersen

Moment of Silence
Sri Chinmoy

“From Diplomat to President,
From Idealist to Pragmatist”

Willard Sterne Randall

“Freedom and World Oneness:
the Pursuit of Happiness
through the Eyes of
Thomas Jefferson”

Eric S. Petersen

Song
Sri Chinmoy Meditation Group
at the U.N. Singers

Event sponsored by the
United Nations SRC
Society of Writers



ERIC S. PETERSEN is a managing
partner at the New York City law
firm of Hawkins, Delafield & Wood,
LLP. He was educated at Brown
University and the University of
Chicago Law School. Mr. Petersen
has studied extensively Jefferson’s
reports, state papers, speeches,

and twenty thousand letters, and
has elegantly woven together thirty-
four concise essays of profound
wisdom on how to lead a meaningful
life. The book is entitled Light and
Liberty, Reflections on the Pursuit of
Happiness. He lives in Connecticut
and can be reached at
<www.lightandliberty.org>

Liberty is freedom from coercion. Light

is freedom from ignorance. Light

and liberty, as Thomas Jefferson often

wisely observed, indeed go together.
ERIC S. PETERSEN



WILLARD STERNE‘ RANDALL,
Historical Scholar in Residence at
Champlain College in Vermont and
Visiting Professor of History at

John Cabot University in Rome, is the
author of twelve books including

five biographies, most recently
Alexander Hamilton, A Life.

A Presidential Scholar, he is a
former investigative reporter. He won
the National Magazine Award for
Public Service from Columbia Graduate
School of Journalism, the Hillman
Prize, the John Hancock Award
for Excellence in Business Writing
and the Loeb Award.

After graduate studies in history
at Princeton, Randall turned to
biography and has been nominated
six times for the Pulitzer Prize, three
times for his biographical writings.
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WILLARD STERNE RANDALL continued

Benjamin Franklin and His Son won
a Frank Luther Mott Prize for Research
from the Missouri Graduate School of
Journalism. Benedict Arnold, Patriot
and Traitor was a finalist for the
Pulitzer Prize and a New York Times
Notable Book. Thomas Jefferson, A
Life, was a History Book Club Main
Selection, was nominated for the
Pulitzer and was one of Publishers
Weekly’s Ten Best Biographies of 1993.

George Washington, A Life was
selected for Reader’s Digest’s Best
Nonfiction of 1997 and World’s Greatest
Biographies. Randall recently received
the lifetime Award of Merit of the
American Revolution Round Table,
only awarded three times in nearly
half a century.

A contributing editor to MHQ:
The Quarterly Journal of Military History,
he has appeared on the Today Show,
One on One, PBS, C-Span’s Booknotes
and Public Lives and the History
Channel, and is a frequent guest on
National Public Radio’s All Things
Considered, Talk of the Nation and
To the Point.

Each biography puts us into another time
and place, showing us how remarkable people
faced their problems and, through their
memories, provide us with touchstones between
their times and ours.

WILLARD STERNE RANDALL



UNITED NATIONS S.R.C.

Society of Writers é

THE UNITED NATIONS SRC SOCIETY
OF WRITERS is comprised of writers from
within the United Nations community.
The Society seeks to promote the written
word to stimulate thought and to promote
dialogue through oral presentations.

The Society publishes a literary magazine,
Reflections, on a regular basis featuring
original works of the members of the Society
as well as narratives of the literary pro-
grammes. Copies of the latest edition

of Reflections are available in the United
Nations Bookstore at United Nations
Headquarters, New York.

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

President Hans Janitschek
Vice-President Catherine Vijaya Claxton
Secretary Bhikshuni Weisbrot
Treasurer Hashi Roberts

Programme Coordinators:
Bhikshuni Weisbrot
Catherine Vijaya Claxton

Publicity Coordinators:
Bhagirathi Savage
Martha Keys
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