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Today we are delighted to welcome a special gUeS~nd 

friend, Mr. Uner Kirdar. Mr. Kirdar, who is Director of UNDP's 

Division ~f External Relations~nd Governing Council Secretariat, 

has been a kind and enthusiastic friend of the Peace Meditation 
Vfir'! ~ £...1.J 

GrOU~fOr a number of years. He was with UNDP ' s former 

Administrator, Mr. Bradford Morse, when Mr. Morse and Sri Chinmoy 

metf;9ht nereftti LI,;~ a-et-et+t.oe-r~fTl in 19~3, and since that time he 

has been extremely gracious toward us;lrn 1985, when the 

Meditation Group presented the U Thant Peace Award to UNDP, Mr. 

Kirdar was designated by Mr. Mors~o accept the award in a 

beautiful ceremony on U Thant rsland;/;n the East at 
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Mr. Klrdar, who is a Turkish national, graduated from the 

Facu 1 ty of Law/at the ' u~ i vers i ty of I stanbu l/un:;-~ok post-
. ~,/' 

graduate studies at the London School of Economic~ a~d later 

received the Doctorate of Philosophy in international law and ~ 

economics from Jesus College at Cambridge. 

Mr. Kirdar held senior Positions~n the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of his country,~hiCh he represented at several UN 
t.'" ..... ,.J '0 

General Assemblies, at ECOSOC, the UNDP Governing Council aR~ 

s. . In '1972, he was seconded 

by the Turkish Government to the United Nations secretariat~and 

in 1978 he was promoted to the highest · grade in the Turkish civil 

service, the rank of ambassadorial assignments. 

Following several 

Kirdar ~ transferred 

important posts at the United Nations, Mr. 

to UNDP,~here he has served for ,more than 

ten years in his present capacity. 
iJ/. 

He represents UND~ ' 1n most 

intergovernmental UN meetings! and is also responsible for the 

~ Development Study Programme, which seeks to promote greater 

understanding of development issuesl'and to stimulate the search 

for new SOlution/to problems of development. He has organized 

s eve r a 1 s e min a r s u oo-e r t:h e 'a'ttsp·t.~t.._J,_~~." De v.e,,lo.pme-rrt--S-t"I::I d y ~ 

p~lie,hoining together high-level policy makers, 
. ( 

international officials, academics and leaders of public and 

pri vate enterprise. 
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Mr. Kirdar has written extensively for both Turkish and 

English-language pUblications;t~nd has authored a book on the 

Structure of UN Economic Aid~O Underdeveloped Countries. HB~~~ 
. tI-t;e· 
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Please join me in welcoming Mr. Uner Kirdar. 

(AFTER KIRDAR'S PRESENTATION) 

Now we have a special surprise for Mr. Kirdar: a song which 

Sri Chinmoy has just composed in his honour. 


