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IDear Secretary-General, 
I 

il am writing to you in my capacity as dhairman of the Asia:Pacific Group for 
ithe month of November, 201 Q. 

1 IAt the last plenary meeting of the Asik-Pacific Group, it Jas agreed that I !should write to you on the supj�ct of on� of your illustrious pr�decessors, H.E. 
Mr U Thant. As you know, his two termk as Secretary-General are universally 
!�regarded as h�ving. r:nade � fgreat 1 cdntribution _to global �govern�nce and 
peace. We beheve tt ts incui� 'bent upoh our Group to ensu e that h1s legacy 

1and service are duly remem1ejed at th� United Nations. 
, 

!The Asia-Pacific Group's att�Jltion has been drawn to the Jate of the small, 
'rocky outcrop situated In th�1 East Rive1r directly opposite th!e United Nations !Headquarters. The island i . �pparent'y officially known as Belmont Island, 
but has been popularly kn 11 since t1 he early 1980's asJI U Thant Island. 
/Reference to Google maps, for example1 , will confirm the latter. ! I · II I jWe are advised that the island is owned bythe State of New York and has 
;been leased for the last thirty years lby followers of the I·�· revered spiritual [teacher Sri Chinmoy. We a�e advised that Sri Chinmo� was a friend of 
1secretary-General u Thant's, sharing with him a profound �elief in interfaith 
1dlalogue and interfaith unde.J.t�ndin!}. 

II lit is inspiring to think that grlt interfaith und�rstanding could be stimulated / 
1on a daily basis simply by cdntemplatlng the view from the United Nations of ian unassuming Buddhist stu��· a simple Peace Pagoda, o��some other form lof remembrance monument rred u1n U Thant Island. ! 
JToday, U Thant Island presents a rather forlorn picture of rubble, surmounted ;by some dead plants and a ldifarray of metal structures. It is submittecj for· iYour Excellency's consideratior that' the right thing for us to do is to

· make a � · -
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lproject to erect a modest monument to interfaith dialogue in honour of the 
late Secretary-General. 1 

I 

!The Asia-Pacific Group has appointed a small ambassadpfal working group 

I to progress this matter and to keeP, the Group appraised. 1 1 As this month's 
Chair, I have convened this woridng group and am writing to you at their / !behest. We would be most grateful!for your advice on ste�s that you would / 
1propose to take in order to regularise! the name U Thant Jslaifld and to proceed / 
with plans for a monument to interfaith dialogue. 
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!With assurances of highest consider�tion, 
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RECEIVED TIME NOV. 21. 5:42PM I 

Yours incerely, 

{�_L£?u� 
Permanent Rbpresentative 
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